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THANK YOU, John, for checking this out -­
whenever you get a moment to 
breathe easily, of course. Please let me 
know the cost for the service, 
so that I can send you a check therefo r. 
-- 00 

John Schuessler wrote: 
> 
> Larry, 
> I will make a transcript if this tape 
is in the Pratt collection. It seems 
> to me that I went through this many months 
ago and did not find the tape 
> there. I agree this is important, so 
I wi ll look through it all again. 
> John 
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: "Larry W. Bryant" <overtci@bellatlantic.net> 
> To : <schuessler@mho.net> 
> Sent: Tuesday, June 05, 200 I I I: IO PM 
> Subject: [Fwd: Re: Director of Investigations 
Position] 
> 
>> JOHN S.: Is there any way we could produce a transcript of the subject 
>> tape's content? If we could get it done at a reasonable cost, I'd be 
> > willing to pay for it. It might make a suitable item for a forthcoming 
>> issue of the JOURNAL, right (especially in these politically charged 
>> times)? Also, I wonder what White House correspondence Mr. Cameron is 
> > referring to here . .. and whether you could put your hands on it 
> > readily for my perusal. .. .. 
>> 
> > The "articles" to which Mr. Cameron refers comprise the several 
> > installments of my serialized e-book ("Looking Back upon Jimmy Carter's 
> > UFO Mail"), now being posted on the website of 
> > http ://www.pilotonline.com (Talknet/News&Opinion/Public 
Forum-Start a Topic) -- a daily-newspaper website 
in Norfolk, Va In his own research, Mr. Cameron has 
determined that about 9,000 such letters to Carter had been received 
at the White House but that only a few hundred survive ( on microfilm at 
the Pentagon, it seems). --
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In focus ... 

Dave Williamson · 

Whcn proJucers of the splashy 
~y nLl ica1cJ TV spec ial "UFO Cover­
Up? Li ve" were seeking someone to 
pre~ent our space agency's line on 
UFOs, 1hey fir I thought of the SETI 
fo lb . 

The high 1ech angle was eventually 
di carded; a more direct governmen­
ta l po l- e~ per on was needed to ad ­
dre s 1he charge of " cover-up ." So 

A A veteran Dave Williamson, 
~pccia l as ·i 1an1 for policy integra-
l ion. was summarily draft ed into the 
job . 

Wi ll iamson wa called on· i'&~r~~e: 
~e111 the Other Side of ufology, the · 
~iJe that al legedl y hides things and 
glo~ses them over with a stiff . 
burea ucra tic veneer . " Somebody had 
10 do it ," Will iamson aid , recalling 
1he ca ual, gri nni ng Mike Farrell in­
troducing hi m as " NA A's point 
man on UFO . " 

" Don't make more of [that job) 
1han it i ," Williamson cautions . 
" 11 's an additi onal dut y that 's assign­
ed as it comes up ... I'm an ad ­
minis1ra1o r fo r NASA when the 
agency is 100 busy 10 put important 
people 10 work on the problem ." 

Des pi te the self-effacement, 
Wil liamson was obviously important 
enoug h 10 be ca lled back to 
Washing ton' s NASA headquarters 
a flcr I he hallenger exploded, send­
ing shocked o ffi cials running to 
rcevalua te and recoup . Though 
rel ired and worn from a long battle 
wi1 h cancer , he agreed to come back 
10 work. 

First order of business-smoothing 
policy in the wake of NASA's-and 
America's - turmoil and despair. The 
Discovery shuttle miss ion was a 
much-needed win . Now, other im­
portant space projects conti nue to 
move along, and things are a bit 
more back on track. 

Williamson suggests that the recent 
TV appearance peeled back a corner 
on hi s past o ffi cial responsibilities 
regarding U Os. " I've been involv-
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Dave Williamson 

ed, from NASA's point of view, 
from the early'60s, when people have 
had questions or when studies have 
been done ." 

After Jimmy Carter entered the 
White House in 1976, Williamson 
was among the members of a NA A­
spearheaded group asked 10 look in ­
to the UFO question- an apparen t 
effort to make good on Carter 's 
campaign promise that his ad­
ministration would open the files on 
UFOs. 

The record shows that Carter 
didn't get anywhere . The resultant 
general assumption, among UFO 
buffs, is that MJ -12 or whomever 
sits at the helm keeps it all under 
wraps . Williamson offers the 
counterview: "[Such) intergo ve rn ­
ment groups that deal with problems, 
real problems- their proceedings are 
properly classified . Some quite im­
properly. But the fact of their ex­
istence after any period of lime is 
almost impossible, in an open societ y 
called America, to keep sec ret . 
That's number one-

" - Number two, the idea that 
such a group can in fact control real 
information of the nature we're 
discussi ng- the existence of extrat er­
restrials, people imprisoned for years 
and years, well, it's just a .. . " 
Williamson pauses, " . .. what's a 
polite way of saying bullshit? l1 's 
highly improbable. The system 

doesn't work that way . I base 1ha t 
on 30 years of ex perience. 

'' . .. If 1here seem 10 be a ~e t of 
[UFO) phenomena , whe1her 1hey are 
in1erna ll y induced or externall y rea l, 
I don '1 know," Williamson aJmi ts in 
hi s clipped tones. "And I'm sure as 
hell am not going to guess, and 1 ' m 
1101 going to make up my mind as a 
prophel or naysayer . I don'I believe 
or di sbelieve ." 

NASA policy, he says, conform s 
10 1ha1 noncomi 11 al atti1ude. Eleve n 
years have passed since 1he Cart er 
sc ience comm i11ee tackled UFOs. 
" We came to the notion that if a 
new era of hard evidence we re to 
come to ou r at tention, it would be 
appropr ia te for a NASA labo ratory 
to analyze and report on an other ­
wise unex pl ainable organic or in ­
organic sample ," Will iamson offe rs. 

NASA , policymakers decla re, is 
still wailing. 

In brief ... 

Richard Henry 
Running in the next Journal for 

Scientific Fxploratiun, published by 
Pergamon Press , i • an historical loo k 
at NASA's dealings wi1h the UFO 
4uc~tio11 Ju ri ng the Carter years. Its 
au thor is Dr. Rid1ard Henry, an 
as1ro11omy professor at Johns 
Hopk im Universi1 y in Mary land . 

" I've had a general int erest in I he 
UFO subjcct for over 20 years, but 
have never done much about it," 
Henry says- a statement 1ha1 might 
be a bi1 off 1he mark . Henry was the 
a trophysics consult ant for the now­
defunc1 Aerial Phenomena Research 
Organization (APRO) and i also a 
mem ber of 1he sc ientific board of 1he 
Center for UFO Studies i11 lllinob . 

Henry's research background looks 
appropriately stell ar . In 1976, he 
look a lwo-year leave from the 
Universit y to became NASA's deput y 
direc1or of 1he Astrophysics Division . 

Today he names his speciall y as 
cosmic ultraviolet background radia­
tion . " In looking at 'fringe' sc ience, 
where gigantic breakthroughs are in 
princi ple poss ible , I choo e to s1 ick 
to areas where I judge that a real 
possibility of a breakthrough exist , " 
he has sa id . ' 'The UFO phenomenon 
fits that ca tegory very well." 



,. 

.: ..... 

-.,.:~~:·_] 
'-~--.s~ 

., •: -:. 

;( .=- -~.- . •, 

• ?":'7_ 

·:.-:: -~ '.-.~ 

-;;, '--:, 
(< 

364 Ab,we Top Secret 

. In 197_ C U . (Otizens Against UFO Secrecy) lilc<.1 a request ror 
mfonna11on relating to a AS repon entitle<.! UFO Study Com·ider. 
ano':' · wh1<·h had previously been prepare<.! in associa tio n wi th the CIA . 
In his rc\ponse . Miles Waggoner of ASA 's Public lnformmion Services 
Branch denied 1h1s. 'There were no formal meet ings or any correspo . 
dence :' ,jt h the, Cl : he sta_tcd . Fo llowing anoth er enquiry by CAU~. 
1 ASA s ssoc,a te Admm,strato r for Externa l Relations, Kenneth 
Chapman . explained th at the NASA report had been prepared solely 
by A A_cmployee · but th:11 the CIA had been consulted by telephone 
to _dctcm1mc ·whether they were aware of any tangible or physical UFO 
evidence th at could_ be analyzed ; the _CIA responded 1ha1 they were 
aware of no such evidence, enher classified or unclassi fic<.l '. 7 

A A: statement in the 1978 information shee t that it was not 
engaged m a research program me in vo lving UFOs, ·nor is any other 
governmem agency', is demonstrab ly false , as is its denial of Air Force 
mves11ga11ons. In a lea ked secret document purporting 10 originate with 
the Air Force Office of Specia l Investigations (AFOSI) headquarters at 
Bo lling AFB , DC, there appears an intriguing reference to clandestine 
government UFO research . led by NASA. The document is dated 17 

ovember 1980, and includes this relevant passage: ·SEVERAL GOVE RN­

MENT AGE C IES . LED BY ASA . ACTIVELY INVEST IGATES LEG IT­

IMATE SIGHTINGS THROUGH COVERT COVE R .. . . ONE SUC H COVER 

IS UFO REPORTING CENTE R. US COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY. 

ROCKVILLE . ~ID 20852 . NASA FILTERS RESU LTS OF SIGHT INGS TO 

APPROPRIATE MILITARY DEPARTMENTS WITH INTEREST IN THAT 
PARTICULAR SIGHTING . ' 

I sent a co py to ASA , requesting 1he ir o pinion. ·we have no 
information relative to the con ten ts of the document. ' NASA replied in 
1985. 'Additionally . we have been informed 1ha1 the . . document i 
no 1 an au1hen 1ic AFOS I document.' Although ASA and AFOS I deny 
the authen1ici1y o f the document. th e re arc gro unds for be li eving that ii 
is subs1an1ially legitimate , as I ha ve ex plain e<.I in Chap te r I 1. 

Pres ident Caner Seeks 10 Re-Open Investiga tions 

During his e lectio n campaign in 1976. Ji mmy ar1e r revealed 1ha1 he 
had ecen a UFO al Leary, Geo rgia. in 1969. toget her with witnesses. 
pnor 10 gi\l ng a speech at the loca l Lio ns Club . • II was the darn<ksl 
1h1ng r, e eve r seen,' he to ld repo rters . · 11 was big. i1 was ve ry bright. JI 

chan ged colours and ii was abo ut the size o f th e moon. We watched 11 
fo r ,;n mi nut es. but no ne of us co uld fi gure o ut wha t ii was. One thing· 

,· 
' 

r 

NASA 36.5 

for sure ; I'll never make fun of people who say they've !ICen unident~d 

objects in the sky. '" . . . .. 
Carter's sighting has been nd1culed by 5eept,cs such as Ph,hp Klass 

and Robert Sheaffe r. While there appear to be legitimate grounds fo r 
disputing the date of the incident , Sheaffer's verdict that the UFO was 
nothing more exotic than the planet Venus is not tenable .9 As a graduate 
in nuclear physics who served as a line officer on US Navy nuclear 
submarines . Carte r would not have been fooled by anything so pr~,c 
as Venus. and in any case he described the UFO as being about the 

same size as the Moon . . 
' If J become President ,' Carter vowed, TII make every piece o f 

information thi s country has abou t UFO sightings available to the public 
and the scientists. •to Although Presiden t Caner did all he could to fulfil 
his election pledge, he was 1hwaned, and it is clear that ASA had a 
hand in blocking his attempts to re-ope n investigations . When Carter's 
science advise r, Dr Frank Press . wrote to NASA administrator Dr 
Robert Frosch in February 1977 suggesting that ASA should become 
the •focal point for the UFO question '," Dr Frosch replied that although 
he was prepared to continue respond ing to public enquiries, he proposed 
1ha1 'NASA take no steps to establish a research activity in tlus area o r 
10 convene a symposi um on th is subject '. 

In a le tter from Colonel Charles Senn , Chief of the Air Force Com­
munity Relatio ns Division, to Lieutenant General Doward Crow of 
NASA. dated 1 September 1977, Colone l Senn made the following aston­
ishing statement : ' / sincerely hope that you are successful in prevmring a 
reopening of UFO investigations.' So it is clear that NASA (as well as the 
Air Force and almostcertainly1heCIA and National Security Agency) was 
anxious 1oensure that th e President' election pledge remained unful fille<.I. 

Dr J ames McDonald 

Dr James l\lcDonald. senior ph ysicist a l the lns1itu1e of Atmosphe ric 
Physics and Professor in the Department of Meteorology at the Unive r­
si ty of Arizona. who commiued suicide in unusu al circumstances in l97l . 
tried unsuccessfu lly to persuade ASA 10 take o n primary responsibility 
fo, UFO investiga tio ns. He reported in 1967: 

Curiouslv . I have sa id this both in ASA and fairly widd y repo rted 
public discussions before scientific colleague·. ye t the response from 

ASA has been nil. . Even a1temp1mg to ge t a small group w11hin 
NASA 10 undertake a study group approa h to the ava ilable pu bli hed 
effo rt seems 10 have ge nerated no re ponse . 1 realize. of course . 1ha1 
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The US Government and Unidentified 
Flying Objects 

o branch of the United States Government is currently involved 
with or responsible for investigations into the possibility of alien life 
on other planets or for investigating Unidentified Flying Objects 
(UFO's). The US Air Force (USAF) and the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (NASA) have had intermittent, 
independent investigations of the possibi lity of alien life on other 
planets ; however, none of these has produced factual evidence that 
life exists on other planets , nor that UFO's are related to aliens. 
From 1947 to 1969, the Air Force investigated UFO's; then in 1977, 

ASA was asked to examine the possibility of resuming UFO 
in estigations After studying all of the facts avai lab le, it was 
determined that nothing would be gained by further investigation, 
since there was an absence of tangible evidence. 

In October 1992, NASA was directed by Congress to begin a 
detailed search for artificial radio signals from other civi lizations 
under the ASA Towards Other Planetary Systems (TOPS)/High 
Resolution Microwave Survey (HR.MS) program (also known as the 
Search for Extraterrestrial Intell igence project). Congress directed 

ASA to end this project in October 1993 , citing pressures on the 
US Federal budget. The HR.MS did not detect any confirmed signal 
before it was stopped. However, sim ilar work wi ll continue in a 
more limited manner through efforts of private groups and through 
academic institutions. The Search for Extraterrestrial Intel ligence 
Institute (SETI Institute) in Mountain View, CA, effectively 
repl aced the Government project, borrowing the signal processing 
system from NASA. The SETI Institute is a nonprofit corporation 
co ndu cting research in a number of fields including all science and 
technology as pects of as tronomy and planetary sciences, chemica l 
evo lution , the ori gin of life, bio log ical evolution , and cu ltura l 
evo lution . 

During several space mi ss ions, NA A as tronaut have reported 
phenomena not immedi ately explainabl e; however, in every instance 

A A determined that th e observations could not be termed 

W23/00 9:43 PM 
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"abnormal" in the space environ ment. The 1947 to 1969 USAF 
investigations studied UFO's under Project Blue Book. The project, 
headquartered at Wright-Patter on Air Force Base, Ohio, was 
terminated December 17, 1969. Of the total of 12,6 18 sightings 
reported to Project Blue Book, 701 remain "unidentified ." 

The decision to discontinue UFO investigations was based on an 
evaluation of a report prepared by the University of Colorado 
entitled , " cientific tudy of Unidentified Flying Objects ;" a review 
of the University of Colorado's report by the ational Academy of 

ciences; previous UFO studies ; and Air Force experience 
investi ga ting UFO reports during the I 940's , '50's and '60's . As a 
result of experience, inves ti gations, and studies since 1948, the 
conclusions of Project Blue Book were: (I) no UFO reported, 
investigated , and evaluated by the Air Force was ever a threat to our 
national security; (2) there was no evidence submitted to, or 
di covered by, the Air Force that sightings categorized as 
"unidentified" represented technological developments or principles 
beyond the range of modern scientific knowledge; and (3) there was 
no evidence indicating that sightings categorized as "unidentified" 
were extraterrestrial vehicles . 

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the USAF regulation 
establishing and controlling the program for investigating and 
analyzing UFO's was rescinded . Documentation regarding the 
former Project Blue Book investigation was permanently transferred 
to the Modern Military Branch, National Archives and Records 
Service, in Washington, DC 20408, and is available for public 
review and analysis. 

ince the termination of Project Blue Book, nothing has occurred 
that would support a resumption of UFO investigations by the 
USAF or ASA. Gi ven the current environment of steadily 
decreasing defense and space budgets, it is unlikely that the Air 
Force or NASA wi ll become involved in this type of costly project 
in the foreseeable future. 

Since neither NASA nor the Air Force is engaged in day-to-day 
UFO research, neither one reviews UFO-related articles intended for 
publication , evaluates UFO-type spacecraft drawings, or accepts 
accounts of UFO sightings or applications for employment in the 
field of aerial phenomena investigation . 

UFO Points of Contact 

I. For further information on the earch for Extraterrestrial 
Intelligence, plea e co ntact the ETl Institute, 2035 Landings 
Dri ve, Mounta in View, A 94043, (4 I 5) 960-4530. 

2. ews media requiring Project Blue Book files should contact 

2 ol 1 9/2 3/00 9 :4) PM 
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the National Archives Publi c Affairs Office, (202) 50 1-5525 . 
Public queri es should be ad dressed to the Project Blue Book 
archivist at (202) 50 1-5385 . For queri es not related to Project 
Blue Book, contact th e National Archi ves receptioni st at 
(202) 50 1-5400. Documentation is avai lable from : Modern 
Military Branch, ational Archives and Records Service, 

ighth treet and Pennsylvania Avenu e, NW, Washington , 
DC 20408 . 

3. The Ai r Force publication , "The Roswell Report: Fact vs. 
Fiction in the New Mexico Desert," a lengthy document 
providing all of the detail s available from the Air Force on the 
Roswell incident, is avai lable for $52 from the US 
Government Printing Office, Superintendent of Documents, 
Mail Stop: SSOP, Washington, DC 20402-9328. 

4. There are a number of universities and professional scientific 
organizations that have considered UFO phenomena during 
periodic meetings and seminars. A list of private 
organizations interested in aerial phenomena may be found in 
Gale 's Encyclopedia of Associations. 

5. Persons wishing to report UFO sightings are advised to 
contact law enforcement agencies. 

Responsible NASA Otlicial: Mary F. Bell - Comments 
Web Page Curator: SAJC lnfmmation Services 

Revised: May 17 , 2000 

ASA Pri vacy Statement, Disclaimer, 
and Access ibility Certification 
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1nclos~d ar~ the UFO Fact Sheet an<l stJrdard .reap?~ao 
to uro pd,l ic: in~u ir ies )'OU re•iuested. 
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YOU R LEITER, OF M Y 25, 1977. H VE TO DO WITH A REPLY TO MY LEITER TO: 

• PRESIDENT CA RTER•? OTHI G! ... A COPY OF THIS LETTER -REP LY IS BEING 

SENT TO PRESIDENT JIMMY C RTER• A LSO: COPI ES OF THIS COMM UNI CATI ON 

A D YOUR STOCK-LETTER REPLY WI LL BE SENT TO MY CONGRES MAN, 

VA RIOUS CO GRESSME A D SE A TORS FOR THEI R COMM ENTS A D PERUSA L. 

Clearly, White House effo rts to respond to letters from the UFO 
buffs were not winning any potential second-term votes for the presi­
dent. And it would not help matters if such letters were simply ignored 
and left unanswered. And so, on September 14, 1977, Dr. Press wrote to 
the NASA administrator, Dr. Robert Frosch, asking his agency to take 
over the task of responding to letters from the public on the UFO issue. 
This was not an entirely new assignment , inasmuch as the space agency, 
understandably, had been the recipient of such queries prior to the new 
administration . ASA sent out a standard information sheet (76-6), 
dated July 1976, saying that "NASA is not involved in research concern­
ing unidentified flying objects. Reports of unidentified objects entering 
U.S. air space are of interest to the U.S . military as a regular part of 
defense surveillance, but no government agency is conducting an ongo­
ing investigation of UFOs at this time. " 

This statement fl atly contradicted a part of the current UFO-buff 
dogma-that the U. S. Government had not really gotten out of the UFO 
business in 1969 when the Air Force closed down its Project Blue Book 
UFO office. At least some UFO buffs were sure this was simply a ruse 
and that government UFO investigations still were go ing on, secret ly , in 
another agency . 

The NASA info rma tion sheet also quoted the conclusions of a Na­
tional Academy of Sciences panel, created to review the results of the 
University of Colorado investigation : "On the basis of present 
knowledge the leas t likely explanation of UFOs is the hypothesis of ex­
traterrestrial visitations by intelligent beings." And the NASA statement 
concluded by providing the names and addresses of two private UFO 
groups engaged in the investigation of UFOs. 

Within a few weeks the word was out that NASA had been asked for 
its views on whether it should launch a new government-funded UFO 
study. The timing could not have been worse for NASA, because Colum­
bia Pictures had opened its multi-million-dollar publicity campaign to 
promote the new Steven Spie lberg UFO-thriller, which previewed in New 
York and Los Angeles during the third week in November. The story 
published by the Christian Science M onitor, November I 7, 1977, 

reported : "A Wh ite House re4ucs1 to the National . Aeronauti~s and 
Space Administ ration asks that the space agency consider becoming the 
government' s focal point for a 'national revival' of interest in re~orts of 
UFO sightings." The article quoted an unident ified NASA proJeCt ~f­
ficer as express ing some reluctance to become involved in a new UFO in-

vestigation. . 
The widespread news-media coverage included an article by 

Deborah Shapley in the December 16 issue of the respected magazine 
Science, published by the American Association for the Adv_ancement ~f 
Science. The article concluded: "Truth is as strange as fi ction. The Air 
Force officials say, indeed classifies some results of its inquiries made 
after UFO 'sightings'-many of which are made near military bases, and 
by men trained to observe the skies, and a few of which are investigated 
by Air Force men going up in planes. Press 's office says that these facts, 
together with the conflicting responses the government hand~ ?ut . to 
UFO buffs who write in, keep alive this belief in a cover-up. Pohc1es like 

these, officials say , need review and perhaps changing ." 
(When I called Ms . Shapley to ask whether she had checked out the 

claim that the Air Force " classi fies some results of its inquiries made 
after UFO 's ightings ' -many of which are made near military 
bases . . . , " she told me that she had not , and had accepted the 
statements given to her by persons in the office of the President ial 
Science Advisor. I told her that I believed she had been badly mi in-

formed .) 
In late December, NASA' s Dr. Frosch wrote the following letter to 

Dr. Press informing the White House of its conclusions : 

Dear Fran k: 

In respo nse to your let ter of Sept. 14 , 1977 , regard ing ' po i-
ble role in UFO matte rs, we are full y prepared at th is time to ontinue 
res po nding to pu blic inqu iries along the ame line a we have in t_he P'.15t. If 
some new element of hard evidence i brought to our at tenll n in the 
future it would be en tirely appropriate for some A lab rat ry to ana­
lyze a ~d report upon an otherw ise unexplained organi or inorganic am­
ple . W e stand ready 10 respond to any bona fide phy ical evidence ~r . ~ 
credible sources. W e intend to leave the d oor !early open to u.:h P 1b1h-

1y. 
W e've given considerable thought to the question f what else_ the 

Uni1ed Slate might a nd should do in the area of UF re earch . There I a n 
absen ce of 1angible o r ph y ical e iden e for thorough lab rat ry analy 1 • 



And because of the absence of such evidence we have not been able to 
devise a sound scientific procedure for investigati ng these phenomena. To 
proceed on a research task without a disciplinary framework and an ex­
ploratory technique in mind would be wasteful and probably unproductive. 

I do not feel that we should mount a research effort withou t a belier 
starting point than we have been able to identify thus far. I would therefore 
propose that ASA take no steps to establish a research ac tivi ty in this area 
or to convene a symposium on this subject. 

1 wish in no way to indicate that ASA has come to any conclusion 
.abou t these phenomena as such. Institutionally we retai n an open mind a 
keen sense of scientific curiosity and a willingness to anal yze techn i~al 
problems within our competence. 

When those who had a hand in composing the NASA letter reviewed 
their final product, they probably saw it as the best response under the 
circumstances. It could not possibly give offense to any of the citizens 
who had reported seeing a UFO, including the president. Nor did NASA 
dismiss completely the possibility, however remote, of extraterrestrial 
visitations. 

Instead, Frosch's letter sought to place the burden of proof where it 
rightfully belongs, on those who promote the ex traterrest rial hypothesis, 
to come up with "tangible or physical evidence for thorough labora tory 
analysis. " Knowing that thirty years of UFO reports had yet to produce 
a single piece of credible physical evidence of ext ra terrestrial visi ta tions 
NASA officials seemed to believe that there was in fact little if an; 
claimed physical evidence. In this they were gross ly in error. Havi ng 
made this offer without having a thorough knowledge o f UFOiogy, o r 
consulting with those who have, NASA may soon regret it. 

During the coming years, I predict, NASA will receive hundreds of 
pieces of tree branches that allegedly were broken by a UFO and burned 
grass, charred twigs, and soil samples allegedly taken from spots where 
UFOs reportedly landed . It will receive soil samples, some carefull y 
prepared by hoaxers, to challenge the skills of the U.S. Department o f 
Agriculture's Research Center, not far from NASA's own Goddard 
Space Flight Center. 

If rigorous laboratory analysis of five hundred such pieces of " tan­
gible evidence" shows nothing extraordinary, perhaps the five-hundred­
and-fi rst will, the UFO buffs will insist. If NASA's patience runs th in, 
the determination of the UFO buffs is far more long-lived. O ne such 
piece of physical evidence submitted earlier to the USAF was the broke n 
head of a hunt ing arrow, allegedly fired by the submitter at robots seen 

near a landed UFO! 
But still greater pitfalls await NASA , fo r it soon will discover that it 

must take far greater security precau tions with UFO samples than it 
needed in handling lunar samples . For the latter, it was only necessary to 
ensure that none were stolen or diverted . For UFO samples, NASA must 
protect itself against later charges that the soil sample or tree branch it 
returned after analysis was not the same one submitted to it. There will 
be charges of substitution and claims that the original artifact now 
resides deep in underground security vaults at NASA or some other gov-

ernmental agency. 
This undoubtedly would seem far-fetched and paranoid to ASA 

officials today , because they probably are unaware that a NASA scientist 
already has been charged with such " hank y- panky" in a recent book by 
UFO-buff Ray Stanford . On April 24, 1964, a lone policeman reported 
that he saw an egg-shaped UFO land, in broad daylight, on the outskirts 
of the small town of Socorro , New Mexico. When Stanford visited the 
site shortly afterward as a UFO investigator, he picked up a rock that 
reportedly contained " metallic sc rap ings," seemingly left by the UFO as 

it brushed the rock. 
On July 31 , 1964, Stanfo rd came to Washington and together with 

two other UFO bu ffs, including Richard Hall, then deputy director of a 
large UFO group with headquarters in Washington, drove to the God­
dard Space Flight Cent er to give the rock to a ASA scientist there who 
agreed to analyze its" metall ic pa rticles" on an unofficial basis . Stanford 
clai ms that he asked the NASA scientist to "leave one-half of the par­
ticles on the stone's sur face, so that I retain half the evidence" and the 

scienti st ag reed. 
Stanfo rd also a lleges that the NASA scienti t later told him: " I am 

virtually ce rt ai n that the alloy involved here i not manufa tured 
a nyw here on Earth ... 1 would make a tatement to that effe t, if you 
need it." But ubsequently, Stanford charge, the ienti t denied having 
made any such statement and said the " -:raping " on the rock were 
sim ply si lica, a natural constituent. Stanford al o harge in hi book 
that when the Socorro roc k sample finally wa returned to him all par­
ticles had been removed, thereby depriving tanford of any opportunity 
to have an independen t a nalysi conducted . tanford al o accuses fellow 
UFO- bu ff Hall of having joined force , ith to suppress the 

Socorro evidence , an allegation that Hall flat! 
Stanford' s claim of hanky-panky by a top 

A scienti t. But the Stan-



And because of the absence of such evidence we have not been able to 
devise a sound scientific procedure for investigati ng these phenomena . To 
proceed on a res.:arch task without a disciplinary framework and an ex­
ploratory technique in mind would be wasteful and probably unproductive. 

I do not feel that we should mount a research effort without a bel!er 
starting point than we have been able to identify thus far. I would therefore 
propose that NASA take no steps to establish a research activity in this area 
or to convene a symposium on this subject. 

I wish in no way to indicate that NASA has come to any conclusion 
.about these phenomena as such. Institutionally we retain an open mind, a 
keen sense of scientific curiosity and a willingness to analyze technical 
problems within our competence. 

When those who had a hand in composing the NASA letter reviewed 
their final product, they probably saw it as the best response under the 
circumstances. It could not possibly give offense to any of the citizens 
who had reported seeing a UFO, including the president. Nor did NASA 
dismiss completely the possibility, however remote, of extraterrestrial 
visitations. 

Instead, Frosch's letter sought to place the burden of proof where it 
rightfully belongs, on those who promote the extraterrestrial hypothesis, 
to come up with "tangible or physical evidence for thorough laboratory 
analysis." Knowing that thirty years of UFO reports had yet to produce 
a single piece of credible physical evidence of extraterrestrial visitations 
NASA officials seemed to believe that there was in fact little if an; 
claimed physical evidence. In this they were grossly in error. Having 
made this offer without having a thorough knowledge of UFOiogy, or 
consulting with those who have, NASA may soon regret it. 

During the coming years, I predict, NASA will receive hundreds of 
pieces of tree branches that allegedly were broken by a UFO and burned 
grass, charred twigs, and soil samples allegedly taken from spots where 
UFOs reportedly landed. It will receive soil samples, some carefully 
prepared by hoaxers, to challenge the skills of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture's Research Center, not far from NASA's own Goddard 
Space Flight Center. 

If rigorous laboratory analysis of five hundred such pieces of "tan­
gible evidence" shows nothing extraordinary, perhaps the five-hundred­
and-first will, the UFO buffs will insist. If NASA's patience runs thin, 
the determination of the UFO buffs is far more long-lived. One such 
piece of physical evidence submitted earlier to the USAF was the broken 
head of a hunting arrow, allegedly fired by the submitter at robots seen 

near a landed UFO! 
But still greater pitfalls await NASA, for it soon will discover that it 

must take far greater security precautions with UFO samples than it 
needed in handling lunar samples. For the latter, it was only necessary to 
ensure that none were stolen or diverted. For UFO samples, NASA must 
protect itself against later charges that the soil sample or tree branch it 
returned after analysis was not the same one submitted to it. There will 
be charges of substitution and claims that the original artifact now 
resides deep in underground security vaults at NASA or some other gov-

ernmental agency. 
This undoubtedly would seem far-fetched and paranoid to NASA 

officials today, because they probably are unaware that a NASA scientist 
already has been charged with such "hanky-panky" in a recent book by 
UFO-buff Ray Stanford. On April 24, 1964, a lone policeman reported 
that he saw an egg-shaped UFO land, in broad daylight, on the outskirts 
of the small town of Socorro, New Mexico . When Stanford visited the 
si te shortly afterward as a UFO investigator, he picked up a rock that 
reportedly contained "metallic scrapings," seemingly left by the UFO as 

it brushed the rock . 
On July 31, 1964, Stanford came to Washington and together with 

two other UFO buffs, including Richard Hall, then deputy director of a 
large UFO group with headquarters in Washington , drove to the God­
dard Space Flight Center to give the rock to a NASA scientist there who 
agreed to analyze its" metallic particles" on an unofficial basis. Stanford 
claims that he asked the NASA scientist to "leave one-half of the par­
ticles on the stone's surface, so that I retain half the evidence" and the 

sc ientist agreed. 
Stanford also alleges that the NASA scientist later told him : " I am 

virtually certain that the alloy involved here is not manufa tured 
anywhere on Earth .. . 1 would make a statement to that effect, if you 
need it." But subsequently , Stanford charges, the scientist denied having 
made any such statement and said the "scrapings" on the ro k were 
simply silica, a natural constituent. Stanford also charges in his book 
that when the Socorro rock sample finally was returned to him all par­
ticles had been removed, thereby depriving Stanford of any opportunity 
to have an independent analysis conducted. Stanford al o accuses fellow 
UFO-buff Hall of having joined forces with NASA to uppre s the 
Socorro evidence, an a llegation that Hall natly di savows along with 
Stanford's claim of hanky-panky by a top NA A sc ientist. But the Stan-



ford book has gained wide acceptance in UFO circles. 
Thus, unless ASA handles every broken tree branch and soil sam­

ple as it would the Hope diamond, it can expect that Stanford's earlier, if 
ill-based, charges of hanky-panky will be raised again to "substantiate" 
the more recent allegations. 

Truth in Advertising, UFO Dept. 

Columbia Pictures opened its multimillion-dollar publicity barrage to pro­
mote the new Steven Spielberg UFO thriller, Close Encounters of the Th ird 
Kind, on April 10, 1977, some seven months before the film's preview, with 
a double-page advert isement in the New York Times, the Washington Post, 
and other major newspapers . The copy was sparse but provocative: 

Watch the Skies 

Over fifteen million Americans, includi ng leaders in science, astronomy, 
the space program and government have officially reported UFO sightings . 
Scientists everywhere concede the overwhel ming probability of intelligent life 
somewhere else in the universe . 

Hundreds of verified sightings are reported every day from all over the 
world by reliable observers-and have been for the past thirty years. 

This Christmas, millions of people will experience the most beautiful, 
frighten ing and significant motion picture adventure of all time. 

It will start in an Indiana town and lead to four words which are becom­
ing more and more apparent to all of us everyday: We are not alone. 

On April 17, I wrote to the director of public affairs for Columbia Pic­
tures mentioning current truth-in-advertising laws and asked for the names 
of the "leaders in science, astronomy, the space program, and government 
[who] have officially reported UFO sightings ." Also I asked to whom the 
"hundreds of verified sighti ngs [were] reported every day from all over the 
world by reliable observers" and who "verified" the reports . 

When two months went by without a reply, I wrote on June 12 to the 
president of Columbia pictures, enclosing a copy of my original letter. I 
received no reply. 

When Close Encounters previewed in New York and Los Angeles in 
late November, the copy in the Columbia advertisements suggested that my 
letters had, despite the lack of response, reached their intended mark . The 
copy read simply: "WE ARE NOT ALONE. "-Philip J. Klass 

(At present, Stanford is director of Project S_t~rlight Intem~tional, 
which operates a million-dollar UFO research fac1hty near Austin, Tex­
as The facility includes elaborate nashing lights to attract UFOs, radar 
a~d telescopes to spot UFOs, cameras, and a laser that could be used for 

· · ' th the UFO Stanford has never disclosed the source communication wt • . . . 
of the funds for what certainly is the best-instrumented UFO facility m 

the United States, if not in the entire world .) . . . 
Al h h NASA's decision not to initiate a new UFO mvest1gat1on 

t oug • F h' 
will be criticized by many UFO buffs, they can take so lac~ m r~sc_ s 
reference, on two occasions, to "these phenomena." Seemingly t~1s im­
plies NASA recognition that UFOs exist as a p_henomenon. In reahty , the 

I thing known to exist with absolute certainty are UFO reports, sug-
on y " h rted 

t·1ng that Frosch might better have used the term t ese repo 
ges d " d 

h ena " For as President Carter has demonstrate , a reporte 
p enom . , • • fi d 
UFO" can turn out to be a well-known phenomenon that was 1dent1 1e , 

• and better named, long ago . 



NASA, the White House, and UFOs 
Ph ilip J. Klass 

When any government agency is asked if it would like to expand the 
scope of its activities, the answer wou ld seem to be a foregone conclu­
sion, according to the well-known Parkinson's Law. Yet last year when 

the White House asked the National Aeronautics and Space Administra­
tion whether it believed that still another government inves tiga tion of 
Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs) should be cond ucted, unde r 

NASA' s auspices, the agency' s negative response seemed to de ny the 
findings of Professor C . Northcote Parkinson as well as the striden t 
claims of the UFO buffs. A decade earlier, the U.S. A ir Fo rce seemed to 
Oy in the face of Parkinson's Law when it eagerly j umped at the oppor­
tunity to get ou t of the UFO business after twenty yea rs, after a Univer­
sity of Colorado UFO study report confirmed USAF findings that there 

was no evidence of extraterrestrial visitations or any other extrao rdinary 
phenomenon. 

Parkinson 's Law has not been repealed , nor is it fundamentall y in­
valid. But there is a more basic law of self-preservat ion that says tha t no 
government agency is anxious to take on a new task when it is the 

political equivalent of walking barefoot through a heavily seeded mine­
field . A nd the UFO mine-field was more heavily seeded in I 977 than ever 
before. One reason is that President Jimmy Carter himself had a UFO­
sighting back in 1969 when he was governor of Georgia . 

If NASA had agreed to la unch a new UFO stud y, cert ai nl y Cart er 's 
own sighting would have deserved a high priority on the agency's list of 

cases to be investigated, since the President could hardly be dismissed as 

a "UFO kook " or someone whose veracity could be questioned . And if 
NASA were to do a rigorous investigation , it s findings would be embar­
rass ing beca use the Carter UFO a lm os t cert a inly would turn out to have 

been the planet Venus. This was the conclusion of Robert Sheaffer, a 

member of the the UFO Subcommittee of the Committee for the Scien­
tific Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal, after his own lengthy in­
vestigation and talks with persons who had been with Carter on the night 
of January 6, 1969. When these witnesses said that the UFO had ap­

peared to them to resemble a bright star, Sheaffer , who studied 
astronomy, turned to hi s astronomical records. He discovered that a very 

bright Venus had been at the same azimuth and elevation angles tha t 
night a t the time of Carter' s sighting (The Humanist, July/ August 1977). 

It ought not embarrass the president to learn th is, because Venus 

and o ther bright celestial bodies, especially when viewed through layers 
of haze, probably generate more UFO reports than a ny other single 
source . But because o f the cloak of infallibil ity tha t a lways envelopes any 
occupant of the White House, and especially a Naval Academy graduate 
trained in celestial navigation, a NASA finding tha t the pres ident 's UFO 
was really Venus could ha rdly enha nce the agency's politica l stand ing in 
White House ci rcles, especiall y a t budget-review ti mes. 

It was this Carter UFO-sighti ng, and an interview given during his 

presidential campaign to the tabloid National Enquirer, tha t subsequent­
ly embroi led NASA in the UFO issue. A long-standing co rnerstone of the 
dogma of UFO buffs is th a t the U .S. Govern ment " really knows the 
truth about UFOs" but tha t adm inis tratio n a fte r admi nist ratio n has con­
spired to keep th is trut h under deep security wra ps for more tha n thirty 
yea rs. (This conveniently igno res the inability of the Nixon Admini­

stra tion to kee p the Waterga te scandal u nder wraps and the number of 
Centra l In tell igence Age ncy indiscretions that have emerged under Con­
gress ional scruti ny.) 

The expla nation for this alleged cover-up, according to UFO dog­
ma, is that the "government is afraid that the public might panic" if 

faced with the prospect of extrate rrestrial visita tions. In support of this 

contention, the UFO buffs cite the afterma th of the famous Orson Welles 
radio d ramatization of "The Invasion from Mars," broadcast on Hallo­

ween night in 1938. Yet the new Steven Spielberg-produced UFO movie 

about an extrate rrestrial visitation, Close Encounter of the Third Kind, 
is playing to packed houses wit hout producing panic in the thea ters. 

The National Enquirer, which give a big play in its page to UFO 

report s, put a report er on Carter ' s campaign trail after learning of 
a rter' s UFO-sighting . When the repo rt er asked arter if he would 

release a ll of the gove rnment ' s class ified ur-o informa tion if elected, it 

got a useful quo te which wa fe a tured on the front page of its June 8, 



1976 edition under the headlines "Jimmy Carter: The ight I Saw a 
UFO," with the subhead " . .. If elected I' ll make all the Govt. 's UFO 
Information public. " The precise quotation, contained in the accom­
panying article, was: "If I become President, I'll make every piece of in­
formation this country has about UFO sightings available to the public, 
and the scientists. I'm convinced that UFOs exist because I have seen 
one." ot a surprising response from a candidate who was then 
crusading for greater candor in government operations. 

This Carter statement was widely hailed by the UFO buffs in their 
publications. At long last, after thirty years of secrecy, if Carter were 
elected, the public would finally learn the truth abou t UFOs. The new 
president had barely learned to find his way around the White House 
before the avalanche of letters and telegrams began to a rrive . One typical 
letter, from a man in California who claimed he had been "zapped " and 
injured by a UFO, began as follows (and is reproduced exactl y as writ­
ten) : 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT, 

DURING YOU R PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN; YOU HAD MADE THE COMMITT­

MENT, THAT YOU, SIR , WOULD RELEASE, TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, All OF 

THE •U .F.0 . • SECRECY NOW HELD IN THE ARCHIVES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERN­
MENT. CONSISTING OF VARIOUS AGENCIES; YOUR ARTICLE WITH THIS COM ­

MITTMENT APPEARED IN THE • JUNE 8, 1976' ISSUE OF "THE NATIONAL EN­

QUIRER• NEWSPAPER. I HAVE VOTED FOR YOU, MAINLY FOR THIS REASON. I DO 

FAITHFULLY HOPE YOU WILL NOT DISAPPOINT ME, AS ONE OF MILLIONS OF 

CITIZENS WHO HAS VOTED FOR YOU .. . 

When Dr. Frank Press, a noted geophysicist, was named the 
Presidential Science Advisor, his office was assigned the task of respond­
ing to the letters from the UFO buffs, many of them charging that the 
Defense Department, the USAF, and/or the C IA were wi thholding 
significant information on UFOs. Acting as the president's agent , Press's 
office wrote to the Defense Department and to the C IA to inquire abou t 
such alleged secrets and was officially informed that there were none. 
The Pentagon pointed out that all of the USAF's UFO files were now 
open to the public, in microfilm form , at the National Archives, and in­
terested citizens could even purchase microfilm copies of the en tire Air 
Force files on the subject. 

Dr. Press sent a memo 10 the presiden t reporting the resu lt s of his 
queries but its contents seemingly were not carefully read by some of the 

president 's top aides. One, believed to be press secretary Jody Powell, in 
a background briefing with a reporter fo r U.S. News & ~orld Report, 
d d a juicy tidbit that prompted the magazine to publish the follow­
. ro~pe . the " Washington Whispers" column of its April 18, 1977, 
mg item in 

issue: 

Before the year is out, the Government-perhaps the . Presiden~~ is e,c-

d t make what are described at "unsettling disclosures about 
pecte o . d • f t' n 
UFOs-unide ntified nyi ng objects. Such revelat1ons, base ?nm orma to 
from the CIA, would be a reversal of official policy that m the past has 

downgraded UFO incidents. 

This was good news to the UFO buffs. Clearly the president had ~ot 

forgotten his campaign promise! At least one_ ~FO buff, frorr: Ft. S_m1th, 
Arkansas during a tri p to Wash ington, v1s1ted Dr. Press s office to 
voluntee/ his services to assist in any way in t_he bi~ event. (My own 
response was to write a letter-to-the-editor. published in the May 9, 1977 
· f u s News & World Report , offering 100: I odds that no such 
issue o • • 1 1977 I 
" unset tl ing disclosures" on UFOs would occur by December 3 , • 
had expected that such generous odds might induce a number of "tak­
ers,,, but I received no response-not even from a reporter on the 

magazi ne!) 
Meanwhile, after receiving official denials that the Defense Depart-

ment or C IA was withholding anything of significance on _UFOs, Dr . 
Press ' s office was responding to the increased now of mail from the 
UFO buffs with a form letter indicating that the government wa not 

withholding vital information on the subject. But this did not P_ro'.11~t the 
UFO buffs to question their own dogma. Rather it brought ttno~1 re­
sponses that President Carter, like his many predece sor • wa tr rng t 

"keep the truth from the public." 
In some instances, the White House a ked the Defen e Department 

to help it respond to the barrag_e of letters . But when the man fr _ m 
California, cited ea rl ier, received a form-letter re p~n _e fro~ the fftce 
of the Secretary of the Air Force denying that UFO intorm II n . a be­
ing wi thheld, the indignant UFO buff re ponded with a letter that includ­

ed the following paragraph (u nedi ted): 

YOU R STO ·..: -1 l'TTl' R REP I Y TO ME IS () F T Iii' REPITITl U [SIC, 
• 0 ' .. Ere \ ·11 11: 11 I -\M r OTALL Y 

STATE 11:, TS 1\IIOUT " PROJECT Ill E 110 "' · • 
FA 11 IAR WITH I E 1969 . \ H T THE HELL H TH I G YOU Y, I 



~•tidi'tt" e&ch car, thus thiftlng-~o;k~~. JOHNSTOWN, Pa., Nov. 26 (AP)--Offl-
to erent Jo&s. . .. cfals in 'thisl flood-stricken city are ready 

Despite G.M.'1 assert!on that Jobs caf\ to go to court over how to distribute 
be created by addin~ more options and a quarter of I million dolla1"'9 In disaster 
th~t t~e iodµstry will enjoy unit sales relief donations. 
&,ains tn coming years, there is no ques- The money, most of which poured Into 
lion ll'lat jobs are being eliminated. This this Cambria County community In the 
ls true, observers say even though 15,000 form of personal checks since the July 
lo 18,000 new Jobs will probably be creat- 20 flood was unlver ally welcomed as 
ed over the next five )'ears. 11. lift t~ward recovery until the City 

Effect on Prod~ctlon Worker■ Council tried to spend It. 
•"The money that came Into this area 

Production workers the assmibly-llne I th ffl 'ct d b th ft od 
stamping-plant and Jath' e workers, are ex: was to he p ose a t e y e o ' not to help bail out City Council from 
pected to be hurt most. Some estimates its capital. replacement problems," said 
are that their ranks could shrink by as Mayor Herber! Pfuhl Jr .. who intends to 
much as 10 percent by the mid-l980's . veto the council's recent decision to use 
Hurt _ least will be the highly skilled Sl00,000 of the flood fuM for sewer 
machine . operators, co.mputer operators cleaning equipment. 
and engineers who wtll be responsible ,.,,, h Id be oln to the 
for developing the new car and plant at money s ou • g g 1 de igns. Council of Churches and · other ,oci~, 

The u. A. w. says that about 570,000 seryke agentes to .use as they see flt. 
of its -7 000 members ~re considered ~r:, Pfuhl sa! •. ~i • 
~ " •~i:i,.t'~iifiifof • ...,~iqri_~ ; . 

working in tina1 ·as'itmblyplants:'."" J.~~-. hiMgfee~~'yffi~l~ 'Ject:s that t't - -~.-
Id I t e money on c ean-up pro . 

Dav E senberg, an analyst for the feels will do residents the most good. 
'New York investment house of Sanford, 
Bernstein & Comp&ny, said that even •If 
dem&nd for new cars rose 2 percent a 
year, the demand for semiskilled workers 
would still decline. "A contraction of 10 

Carter Asks Sp~ncy .,,' 
To. Investigate U.F.O.'s 

percent of the workers In the semiskilled WASHINGTON, Nov. 26 (AP)-The Na­
metal ranks would not be surprising to tlonal Aeronautics a_nd Space Admlulstra­
me, .. he said. • lion is beinJ? uked to take up where the 

k In Detroit, Arvid Jouppi, another veter- Air Force left off a decade ago a_nd inves­
~ an auto anaJyst. expressed a similar view. t18ate ,·~~rtl of· unidentified •flying ob-
1_ "In the first 75 years of the Industry Jects. , . 

It was poulble to achieve the goals of The resumed inquiries 'come at the re-
l high profitability throu1h size, big cars," quest of ,resident Carter, who In 1973,· 
r Mr. Jouppl , said. "Now that ave,we I hile1 Governo't of Georgia, reported 

closed. As a COfls uence--;- the--manufac~. sighting a u.Jl'.o. near Griffin, Ga. '" 
turers are looking for cheaper ways of Dave WIIUan'\son, the ipace .a1ency'1 
fabricating, le11 car-.pef'--car, and Jobs will assiatant'for special projects, said yester• 

. be decreulrtg even as the number of cart day that the, agency was "not anxl~,u~'' 
produced Increases. • , 1 to g,et1 Into the contt-nversy ~use it 1 

,. The Jobs quutJon emerged II a bone Ml wise io . do ruearch .on tomethln! 
of contention a year ago when the auto that l1 n9t a measurabt~ phenomer:n, 

,, companies 1nd t~ Uftlon were ne"oth1t.1 •''There 11, no measurable U.F.O. evl­
lng a new three-year contn,c;t. 111ey set- dence such as a piece of-me~t;-"fte1h ~~ 

" tied on one that gives some -»ork~rs addl Jeth," Mr. Wllllam119n said.I ~e don t 
tional dsy1 off each year, with the unfon even · have ,any radio •~· A Rhoto-
appa~ntly hoping that l"I\Ol"e worker, graph- ls not a mwurement. ~ • 
woul~ be broug:ht onto payroll• to fill But he aald a arouc of technical e pent 





1rial mu t be compared 10 the co~I of 
medical care ralher than 10 the cost of 
doing other kinds of research . ach da 
a patient pends in a coronar 
he say . co t nbou t 10 . 

- r -

arc abou t I mi ll ion heart attacks eac h 
year in the U nited tates . Many of 1hcsc 
heart atta k victims die before they ev­
er rca h the hospi lal , bu t halmcrs 
poin1 s ou r 1hat lh e who die rcprc se nl a 

significan1 economic lo~s lo the country . 
ri1ics of !he prevention I ria ls contend 

tha1 the trial s would undoubtedly be 
worlhwhile if 1hey indeed showed that 

panicular preven1ive measures were use-

fu l an, 
mea~u 
trial , 11 
at bes1 
years 

Briefing _ _ _________ _____________ ..i----

UFO's Just 

Will Not Go Away 

Federal science officials are now being 
visited b what many of them regard as a 
nightmare-an upwelling public interest 
,n Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO's) 
and requests that the government "do" 
someth ing about the possibili ty that they 
exist. One course of action now being 
considered is another scientific review 
similar to the report completed in 1969 
for the Air Force by a panel led by the 
late Edward U. Condon. 

The issue arose in July, when the 
mounting number of inquiries began 
coming into the White House about 
UFO's_ The White House press office 
asked Presidential Science Adviser 
Frank Press whether he could do some­
thing about answering this mail. Press·s 
investiga ion of the matter showed that 
inquiries from UFO buffs get quite a run 
around : the White House answers one 
way, the other federa l agencies have 
their own stock answers, and the Air 
Force , wh ich has chief respons1b11i ty for 
the issue. says something else. So Press 
wrote the Administrator of the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administra tion 
(NASA) asking if that agency would take 
the lead in answering incoming mail. 

It was Press's by-the-by paragraph 
that kicked off the fuss, when he sug­
gested that it might be time for another 
study of he issue. He even suggested 
that a new study panel include well­
known scientists such as astronomer 
Carl Sagan of Cornell , who is something 
of a media star, but is said not to believe 
Earth has been v1s1ted by UFO's. 

It should be no surprise to anyone fa­
miliar with science-government matters 
that NASA officials are not relishing the 
thought of launching such an inquiry and 
have sidestepped the request by assign­
ing an off icial to the Job of looking at the 
need for a study. NASA seems to fear 
that the reopening of the question of the 
genuineness of visi tors from outer space 
will legitimize a sub1ect most estab­
lishment scientists consider phony and a 
waste of time. 

What makes NASA's damned-i f-they-
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do and damned-if-they-don't dilemma in­
teresting, and even important. is that 
there is indeed a resurgence of public 
feeling about UFO's, perhaps due lo the 
hit movie Star Wars. According to its pro­
mo tors, Star Wars has sold more than 
400 mill ion tickets (a fact all the more 
significant because there are only 200 
million people in the entire United 
States) . A new film, Close Encounters of 
the Third Kind, has just been released , 
about a Citizen Joe whose belief in extra­
terrestria l visitors is eventually proved 
right-despite NASA. the Air Force, and 
everyone else. It is likely to also be a box 
off ice hit. Surely it wi ll increase the White 
House UFO mail. 

Indeed, there may be evidence that 
President Carter once was, or now may 
be, among the 54 percent of the American 
public that a recent Gallup Poll found be­
lieves in UFO's. While Governor of Geor­
gia, Carter filed a report that he had seen 
a UFO wh ile standing with a group of 
men at 7:15 p.m. on an October evening 
outside the Leary, Georgia, Lions Club. 
The Naval Academy graduate-appar­
en tly not aware that the object was prob­
ably the planet Venus- described it as 
being a big as the moon . He wrote " it 
came close, moved away-came close 
then moved away ... then dis­
appeared." 

Moreover, during his presidential cam­
paign, Carter is said to have promised 
he would release all government infor­
mation concerning UFO's-a promise 
which UFO buffs have not let him forget , 
because of their fervent belief that for 
many years the government has been 
covering up its encounters of the third 
kind. 

Truth is as strange as fiction. The Air 
Force, off icials say, indeed classifies 
some results of its inquiries made after 
UFO "sightings"- many of which are 
made near mili tary bases, and by men 
trained to observe the skies, and a few of 
which are inves tiga ted by Air Force men 
going up in planes. Press's office says 
tha t these facts, together with the con­
flicting responses the governm nt hands 
out to UFO bu ffs who write In, keep alive 
this belief In a cov r-up. Policies like 
these, off icials say, n ed review and per­
haps changing . 

In the present climate, then (and who 
knows when Close Encounters will be 
shown to the First Family), it may become 
more di ff icult to avoid another UFO 
study. Further, it can be argued that sci­
entists in government incur some obliga­
tion to respond to the concerns of the 
public, which , after all , is paying them. 
On the other hand, it seems clear that 
federal science off ici als hope that if push 
ever comes to shove on the issue of re­
opening the government's UFO book, the 
push does not come from them. 

SIPI Sells (Out?) 

Environment Magazine 

Environment magazine , which broke 
the first stories on mercury pollution, 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB's), and 
the hazard of steam explosions in nucle­
ar reactors, will close down in its present 
form at the end of December-a victim of 
the problems small -circulation journals 
have in finding a suitable, profitable 
niche. 

The Scientists' Institute for Public In­
formation (SIPI) , which owns and pub­
lishes Environment , has agreed to sell it 
for $20,000 to Heldref Publications, a 
Washington firm that publishes technical 
journals such as the Journal of Environ­
mental Health and Current. SIP! will aid 
Heldref in soliciting outside manuscripts; 
but there will be no more staff-written 
articles, which tended 1, be the news­
making ones. 

The decision to cur .. ,e SIP I-Environ ­
ment umbilical cord 11 . , - exposed some 
of the strains within SIPI , an old, New 
York-based organization that recently 
has been growing and expanding into 
new projects such as sponsoring semi­
nars on energy or genetic engineering for 
members of Congress in Washington 
(Science, 9 April 1976, p. 122). The sale 
has sparked a number of resignations, on 
the editorial board and board of directors, 
by those who say th t Environment , 
which is published in St. Louis, Missouri , 
is more important to SIP! th n SIPl's cur­
r nt leaders think. 

By selling Environment outright , SIPI 
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tractor on their farm in .Niederelsenich, 

West German>:; At left: Farmers lining up 

their tractors yesterday in Lenox, Ga .. for 

march to Atlanta to protest low farm prices. 

_ . --=· __ ---- U.f.O;~Interesf-Rtsi~Stirr-«tby~tenc~Fi~ti9p F$}1s 
~-- II)' IIOYCE ~SBEltGD __ ministnt,!oo to take om "the job of •Pl)Uttd· ~ have IJ)Uffed ;;, -£__;. :- Uiat the·.-. wu ,;;; • bard r::: that • lion, A , pee.•! Politiw Committee of 

Popular inttrut in ~ Sl.11<%n , &11,wu!Jla l<tten oil lbe JU!)Je;rrtmm- or-tnqutr1es-t.n •™'"• md=a: ' U.F.8.'1 wt1e a11Y--"'• llul cOA•- 11M C-m •H•mbly bepn d,b11• 
appean_ to be- ruins ap,o me!, wfth dtll<ns ~ASA •1rtec1. • • cut rhaL ."Cl- Encounten" ~on&I phenomena mlsundenlood. last week on a ~ to eslllblisll 
the rise.. reporu_ of U.F.O. sichtlnis ' "'P\Jbllc inlerut in • thi~ bu been • triuer I far Jari~ ruponoe: - -- . _ . -NASA ls expec!ed to •Y tllat DO • U.N. apncy to study tl.F.O. ~ports 
have ~ pou.nna Into Government b~ns '"!: ~r.J montl\s, slowly or. PnQ asked the admlnistntor lnvutigation ia wartaAt~ One ru- and establla..caot.act with any ali411 • 
?'fiCtS in lnc~tnc numbers, accord- bwldi_ng up. said Stanley O. Schntlder, or the space ~ency, Robert A. Frosch, JOD , cited by an_ officlal of. the 1_1oncy crurw-es in ~ Illar micht be 
LDJ to spokesmen _ro r the White House &11 11c!l" _lo :rank Press, the · White · to con~ider r,openlnL.L Govemment _ Is that n!I_S~d~ _pllY'!~' l'Jridaltt eocoanteftd. - - -
and thl, ~pace agency. House smnc., ad':'.1se,- w~ade the invu tiption of the v&lidlty and ,;1. for lhe.~tnterrutr,aJ. 0'11Zft of_!, fly- Tbe proposal came frqJl__.w- dde-

One sumulu.s appe.ara to . have been ttquest to NASA. It was 1emn1 to be nificance of u .F.O. repons. Th" ftG- , loi- pbJect.."liis Ileen produced. ption of <i,-t,nada, the Ceobbea.o. ~ 
1ut rummtr', ffllMt "St.ar _wan;-: a more than we could handle." - er.I Govenunent hu' r.ol col1cemed 11-- - .. we•ffi i pllysic's .,.,,,., b..,.,. Mid land natio!I w1'me 1"riJm i.tinister, Sir 
SCl_mce fittJoo film f1Ued ,..,th fl¥in&..- Mr. Schne1dtr S&Jd that the letlen ..it with invutigatin,t the ,ubjec: since • oavlit-Wllllamson, 10 assistant admur - E:.ic M. Ga..-Y. bas 1Gc1 advoca1ed 
obJeclJ Piloted by c-reatw-es lrom out• began almost u soon u ~ sident Cu - 1969, w_hen Uward U. Condon of Ille lstntor for speci&I proiecu. . ~ . we__sucb an agucy. • • _ _ 
er •pace.. ter took omce, having _ once rtpOrted • Unrven,ry of Colondu isaued a fedrrsl· would have · to have, 10 ev1deot iary . Mr. KJu.,. the U.F.0 . ilebunker, Is 
. An enn p-eater spur to U.F.8. ~ U.F.O. trtm ... 1r &Del havtn~ made a c~m- ly spon.so~ report bued on more than · rorm, somethin1 .- ph}'$lcaj to _work chairman of llM! subcomnun.. on 
poru iJ expected rrom a oew movie ~•,gn to nelea.., all Government Mes 30-y•an of r.leo or the Air Force's with." U.F.O.'s of the Commiutt ror lllt Sci,-
caUed ''Close En<:ounten of the Third on the subJtcL . . Project Bluebooll. as the Oovermnent • U.F.O. ~port_• have e•en entered ent.iflc lnvestiption of Claims of the • 
ltind. • Unlike ""Stir Wan," "Close He said that the movie "Star Wars," inquiry was c&lled. The repor: said omcial delibenlions or!he"1:Jnited Na· Paranosmal, a ~&ti,·ely JOW>I Cl'O'IP 

..£nco,jnl<n" deals wi l?r fictJonal vislu ' --
- to th is planet by space: ships from • -----

• I-here. r 
8f elanUnc or reawakeni;~h';!\~ idea 

------------...s- boUI the.. and --
t.lte hou:en. the movl• is expect«! to 
tnuer a 1ftf-1wl1inlnt c.ha.m ruction 
of U.F:O. sichllnp and interest in the 
subitct. - • 

.._'1'1,e,re ire- &Jways ma.ftY 5tim1iili Olil'-­
thf"T"t to be lttn--ffl tteon . fint>alll , air• 

~-;,,,. 
· U<QI-- ;- - -Jllii .. 

Allama:l 1)'119 IO ■ ell. l)'lleSOmcla. ~11+1 

Crall an t.Jcollb acm ligh LS and so on." 
i--- ..,...,. Pl\fflp ·1. !Chn;---m -.di"tnr-.t---f'cTia. ,..-- -t---= ---t-----';.il 

tioo Wttlt and Space Technology mag- _rA.., 
~ and author or bocks debunlon& ___ 

.... _ . 

ot scientists. ~ and OC:~n 
~.to.. amr.t.enc1 wbi:1 they ,..,. 
u v,,w'.nc pu!>bc acc,p:anc, of pa.-.. 
normal •nd pseudosa,,nutic topic, !or 
which DO Cfflbble evidenu has bftll 
found: 

He contend, that ...-nn of l! f 0. 
sightings are 110t m2ted to ""'""" of 
U.F O."\ f.ut 10 a muted rorm of mus 
hy,tena. lie has tnced-.-!>al 
-u.F.o . flaps"' to the onFW srshtlllss 
that Lrige:red a sprttdina np-p or 
subsequem pu,po<ted si&Jll·~ 

Jr a U.F.O. ~port-geu a modicum of 
publicity wherever 11 oc<un. •ddiuoc.al 
sightinp .... liuly 10 be n,port~ "1 
.....,in& da~ he SIMI. As the -.rttb 
&o by. """ of L'le reports sprnds and 
the flap l"Mli&us out m a.a t ver• ,­
ing rude. 

Eveotually. Mr. Kla.ss said, c= 
ltt ol rtt. Cap 'osa t0rer••t a r:;4 
U.U d3hr1rp ao 1, ·,1e or ~ l--_-_ 
In •bout t o moollls, lie said. I.he r.ip 
dlesdoW1l.. 

He •h <> ~id he has com~tod '- e 
su, ~ss of a fla p in spreadl!I& Cl 

- amow>L ol ~ K'll"S. ln ,Jo 
news ~ l~ps are mo~ 
to propag11e. be SIJd. 

.. ~ ~='1- -
cont<ntion that psycl,olopcal rac:on 
are the = o- "' a l! F o. n•;,. • flyu, JS" UCU myll\s. - 11 just t.ak .. 

;.. somet.luni he- this m<n"ie ID get the "Olir --.,._ ------- . Mr. Klass SIJd. -n,l! 's y th,.s ·c~ 
Encounttrs' mo,"Y. I tru."'..L :1 goir. ~ t o 

&\"e rucll l.D eff.e:t. l! ;,t'(lp,e ' r.:~ ld~ o~Ho:,,;. saw . th< re · ru •• -- - -- ·- - ----·-• -
coming oome wttlu •co a nd w:s°the- ·· s - f th • • f ..., if' d n·. b" d h 

- ~~~­
e been observed over the Earth 

I.lier, are UJ ·s to -he = ey □ -
National AeronautJu anc1 space Ad· :- O!?C o . !;S vano4s ~es o umaent 1e y1_n~ o Jects purportc to go out and ! f act • 

ial ambitioru -0r th~ Sffiace m11or13 Weekend r Quota tion of the Day 

N ~ . _ leaderLWarrffl _M: And<;nOL [~. 1-J. ~u: Wttk.endtr Ouida Cl --o,d you..,.., try 10 ,nttt a payroll ew~ i.:,Uffimary,-----=,---~--......:~. - - -"=-=--.....,..~'""'-,-=f-....:,..:.__,..;:;,,~""~~·x~· - ----."fl'lm-... ~ ""°- l'llpicktll--,~rir._..tn,..p __ __., ... ,:etq<)WI r,.,.,..., ~ /OL-4.~ - -
ftllll ... • ~ ·11. New~ ~-&••-&~1 weekead cl>oiceslllfJi;p C6 =tion.'"·-K,.,,n/1 !14. c wnu. o,. •~ 

FlUDAY, DECEMIIEa 9, 19TT York l\ospitalJI 1\"tf! ~ _dpml'd io ilY.· Firth Avenue becomes pea'OS:- rtl11"'2l101'1 cu ll<ad o/ IM ~moaar.c 
two q,i:itJca~eqaipmtnt .•al...-i,. t114r - trian mall Cl7 Nntiol\CJ Co""'8ttff. [Al l:4.) 

International 
Salllll Arabla 'J svpport ol an Arab 

- . front 111inst E&YPl's peau ovt rtu rt;, 
lo Israel ,. betng sou~l by Pru1denl 
Ht (tz al-As.sad of :iyn.a., who wen t to 
aiyadh" for !.ilk.a Wlt h lCJnc Khahci. 
S.udl Arabi a, however, hu lnd,c•ted 
U'lat ll wa..nu to e-1se lhe Arab cnsis. 
n I.• not only 1n Saudi Arabia Mr. As· 
sad iJ Sttlung an u-Egyptian backln&. 
Ht Is i01ng to Kuw11 t a.nd to o~r 011• 
produ.dng countnes on t~ Arabian 
peninsula. IP•&• Al. Columns 1·2J 

RI• Arab er1Ucs are "dwarfs," P~ i­
dffli Anwar el-S•d•t ~ !ltd 1n a d• · 
fi ant s~h a~ in C11ro 1n 
which he urged Egypt to punue ,u 
new course .. w,th our buds btld tugh." 
Sevtr•f hundred thousand peopl• . ac­
coro lng to pohce ,s11~ a11 tnd""' 
the rslly. Th,, mttt1ng was organ ztd 
by ~•f'• Cr,, l"rr-rP ... '- , ,._. _, ,_ :i_.1 t: 

r,venuts to ftnaoce. Socia.I Security 
bc'nt h'-', and a h,g.~<r tu for em­
ploye,s 1han tm ployttJ. [A I :6.] 

An QY.td)aul of pharmactuUc..1 laws, 
rhe mos t compT!'htn.sJYt ,in~ enact• 
mt nt of the Food and Drug Act ,n 
1906, will ,oon be su bmi 11ed to Con· 
grrss by I.he Adnunln ratJon. The pro­
po-.ah, ol •~opted. would prorou ndly 
chin~, tht pharm1crut1ca1 industry 
and rhang, v,nu~lty tv try Uptct or 
Federtt r00 ,uhtion of prescnption and 
ovtr•l he-counl tr druu . A drafl of the 
propo!.BIJ 1i M'1n1 circula ted in Cu11-
gr<s.s. IAI 4·S I 

Sui b,115 are used hy com par 111, ely 
ftw dn \ rs 1ccord1nr to the N11 lon1 l,. 
H1, hw1y Tr1ffic ~af.- rv Ad m m1s1r a 11ott 
In I \ IU~)' ,, , ~ 68 2 dnvus 1n 16 C'llltS, 
lhe •~fr r fou,-,d t~ al 'lnly 18) ptr -

' , '~ " .. .. ' 

unified . that 00 nr9 111'<:C)IOIU thev, ·rn· +-~a..:oqal Metropolilu aaedelter: Centr&I • 
lud helped at· th• ~ ol l"J flton, , •""' u th C22 
who.,.,. UJJns ,..... equipment 1M the Talk ot "Btrmuda: pa.radiH ot t.b• - Pull Sou - r•-' 
hnt lime. 1be s.tlt.."fflen', in•~ 1 Whel'I! to cut your own ,.a.ust• 
WH IN>I knop by Iha paLleni.. t,a,t"it • pat{ • •. A mu !IN 
wu · il(,1 to I.hat <Htrtment, accordl-. Amnosty0 lnterniOon&I l~n, of Santa an_s lrida lab a troUey 

-o'Situarics 
Cl& Lella Hyams. e Golden 0 1,r· ol 

to 1 .. umon,- &o-u.. !.le41cal PnCIIM' ...0.- abuse of riahu Al ride • en 
THlt P'oree ot tM New York A-1.....Wy l....i denies holdtn1 5eCffl talltt - Th<atet: "Nullv!lle" autbor tries 
5taDdloiCommln.ll!.oolf~ ui:u-2.r with !b'l>t . Al stare Cl 

Mili tant R>,i,d.-an blacb reject .. Ulyues in fruti011" b a m C3 

Business/Finan~c. 
J~ h.u no l~tffitt<ln or making a 
p,'\!ihc pl tdga i,rn,m-m- Iara• 1rlll.e 
surpluJ into a drl1clt, as ih• t: nhNI 
St ateS hu requested, Nobvh) ko Ush lba, 
t tie \i1nuter f::, r External Economic Af• 
faJ rs.. , aid In an lnttrv iew In Tokyo. 
\Ir t:sh1 ba . a formtr Amh&ssador to I.he 
t:nl tt d State,. Wlll bt In Wash1n~ on 
1 h" wttkt nd to prf"scnt hi s Govtrn· 
mtnt's rt,ponses fo a stnt1 of eco­
nom1c dtrn ands made by Wuh1niton. 
""h1ch mJ1 n1 11ns th.at it IS th t respon!o1 

1.1ty of ma1o r 1ndustn ahl td countne, 
l , ., '1 (-,rr !!n ;r.1 ~~ l 1 l 
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Around-the Nation 
NASA Refuses to Reopen the September fndletment apfnst Mr .. 

- Investtga· tt·on .-L:u • .i...n.J. Cianfrani would carry • mulmum j&1J 
Ul r.v. sentence or 56 year,. All but nfne ~ 

WASHINGTON, Dec .. 27 (AP)-The the count.J deal with ma.II fraud. Both 
Federal .·•pace agency has rejected a Mr. Marston and Mr. Nutui uJd the 
White House request that It reo decision t en llty_pl.a., 

v mmen nves ga on of ttpc,rtl of not the resul t of any klnd of plea bupin. 
unidentified flying objects, aayf ng that lyir. Cianfrani, M yean old, wu not 
auch an Inquiry would be ''wasteful and available for comment. . 
probably unproductive." "We Intend to file a full comptthenatn 

The National Aeronautics and Space summary of what the pia) WOQld ha.,. 
Administration safd that while It · stood shown," Mr. Manton uld. -We feel the 
ready to analyze any "bona fide physical public bas a right to know.~ He 1111d tha 
evidence from credible 1ources," ,uch summary would be pruentat Friday-
evidence has ne~r been found - morning, when Mr. NMtui aald Mr. 

The rejection wu made ln ~ letter ,ent Cianfrani would enter hi• plea befor9 
Jut week. by the agency'■ Administrator, Federal Dlitrlet Judie Edward R. 'Becbr. 
Robert Frosch, to Dr. Frank Press, Presi­
dent Carter's science adviser. Dr. Presa 
said that he accepted NASA's conclusions 
and did not plan to pursue the matter 
further. 

Man who Drove Into Rally 
Of Klan Is Recaptured 

All.ANTA, Dec. 27 (AP)-Buddy Co-
- chran. who was sentenced to 12 ,-n 

40% of Hospitals Checlted ~,lu"&h~ i:r .J!vi~.,;".!u~ J:: 
-pj]}-Short of New Co~ lff President Carter'■ hometown of:Jltaim. ~ -

GL, lnjurinJ 32 people, WU aJTNted here 
CHICAGO, Dec. 27 (AP)-Forty percent tOnJJht, 11 houri after he e■c:aped from 

'l>f the 2,988' bospita1s inspected In the jail an Amerieut, the authorWet said. 
last Yeat" fallea to meet all of the newly A 1pokesman for the Georgia Sven 
upgraded standard, of the Joint CommJs- of Investigation WUllam Alford, laid that 

. sion on Accreditation of Hospitals; the Mr Cochran 30 yean old was ~ 
commlssicfn said today: In the metropolitan Atlan~ erea.. but no 

Among the 1,207 hospitals that received other-details were Immediately anilable. 
one-year rather than two-year accredit.a- • Mr: Coclw'an and another mmate, Mi­
tiions, the commiulon said, were such chael Sylvester Proctor, 30, who wu 

l nstltutlons as the University ol Chicago awaiting trial for attempted rape, ..._ 
Ho,pltal and Massachuaett., General Hos- their way out of the Sumter County Jail 
p~tal In Boston, the teaching hospital for early today and fled into ■urroundinl-
Harvard Unlv~ty'• medical lcbool. ood3. The authoritiesjajdJl11,.._ .. ""-'.....,..'---

-- • - A comtnisslon e■woman s e men ·were driven to Atlanta by Martha 
one-year accreditation meant that the Phillips. a neichbor of Mr. Cochran's. hat 
'hospital was In "substantial compliance" they would not NY whether abe wa 
with commission standlfds. In 1973, only forced to drive them the 200 mrtes. Then 
J9 percent of 2,735 hospitals Inspected was no indication as to whether Mr. Proo-, 
,received one-year accredftatlon. tor had been capt ur 

: ln Quincy, Mau., yetterday after a Botton 
trafrlc btllcopter cruhed Into IL 

The commission nld that 35 percent 
,. of the hospitals given one-year accredl:ta­

tlon were cited for Inadequate bulldln1 
safety; 20 percent for deficiencies In 

- record-keeping: -40 percent for multiple 
deficiencies, aod 5 percent for other fae• 

AWOL Stowaway Appears 
At Hospital in Memphis-

r Kills 2 and Hurts 4 
)an Apartment_Hou~e 
JPI)-The 
;i Boston 
1partment 
cd to the 

repo~ter 
~ regular 

t 
clothes. Flame were rising from th roar 
as the nr tor 30 tire trucks arrived. 

The lnlur d were ldenUfled II Ronald 
E. Michelson. 28: hl11 wife, Lynn, 26, and 
their l 0-week-old daughter, Dawn. J 

The fourth inju1'ed person was ldenll­
fi d as 62.-y ar-old Julia Vir~a. Sh was 

tori. , • • 

Ex.Pennsylvania Senator 
To Plead Guiity in F.raud 

PHILADELPHIA, Dec. ff (UP~ry 
J. Cianfrani, once one of dle 1t&te'1 ino■t 
powerful pol1Uclan1, WIii enter an "un• 
condlUonal'' cullty plea to Federal ch•rse• 
ot racket.eerlng, obetructlon of J111tlu 
and mul fraud, hla attorney uld today. 

ln addition, th attorney, Nlcholu J. 
Nasta I, aid that the former chairman 
or th Appropr lions ommltt e, who 
.,..,..,t ___ ... 1--- •l• - ---••- -- 1 ,: ... .. - •• 1 A 

HousroN, Dec. 27 (UPI)-Dennll L 
Feather, a prl•ate who left a bate ln ~ 
many, stowed aw-, with a companion In 
a container on a frelchter bound for 
Housto'l and then walked out of a Hciu. 
tori b2.•)lital, turned hlmNlf In today et • 
nanrno.pttal In Memphla. 1'9nn. 

Ho.-pltal offl~al1 aid dley .,eb"'P<i-~ ... 
that he would be In the boepital at 1t 
two to three da)'I. When Prin F th«, 
18 yun old, ot Vldor, Tn.. eat.red tbe 
Houaton ho pita!, he .. , ,utrertn1 from 
acute malnutrition and dehydndon after 
15 days locked In the contaiper with no 
food or wat,r for nln days. 

H and Pre. Randy Boulll.ln, 19, of 
1,· .. -1 .. 1 .... -~,. lr. f n ••·•l•- ~-- -.t- - ~~ •- •••• • 



says that someone else in whom he 
has the utmost confidence says that 
he just saw a sea-serpent off the port 
bow, not even if he insisu that he 
saw it .23 beyond chllllcc expect­
ancy. 

In this writer's one and only con­
versation with Bergen Evans, I asked 
him how he managed to accumulate all 
the nonsense he had written about. He 
replied, "You don't have to look for 
it. You just stand in one place, and it 
rolls all over you ." 

If only there were more like him. 
- Robert Sheeffer 

NASA's UFO constituency 

In some manner or another-I'm 
really not sure how-my name was 
placed on a list ASA sends out to 
people who write in requesting UFO 
information. The list incorrectly iden­
tifies me as the chairman of the UFO 
Subcommittee of the CSICP . While I 
am a member of the subcommittee, our 
chairman in fact is Philip J . Klass, 
Aviation Week editor and author 
of UFOs Explained. I have not my­
self seen the list, although I under­
stand that there arc five organizations 
listed on it. Presumably the other four 
arc NICAP, APRO , MUFON , and 
CUFOS, which arc all composed pri­
marily of dedicated UFO enthusiasts. 
To my knowledge this is the first time 
that the name of any noncredulous 
organization has been widely dissemin­
ated to the public as a source of in­
formation about UFOs, and hence the 
fi rst time such a group has been able to 
get a clear picture of the types of let­
ters that come in. 

As it stands today, anyone who 
writes to NASA or the president for 
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UFO information gets li ttle more than 
a poli te "thank you" and a list of five 
organizations to contact, including 
yours tru ly for the CSICP . And the 
letters have been arriving. The volume 
has not been heavy , and I have been 
able to reply with a few reprints of ar­
ticles for very little cost. Only a small 
percentage of those interested in UFOs 
bother to wri te to the government for 
information . Presumably fewer still 
follow up on NASA's recommenda­
tio ns of where to write for add itional 
info rmation. 

And who has been sending in all 
the letters? Children. Yes, it has been 
children, of elementary-school age . 
Only 13 percent of the letters I have re­
ceived from NASA referral can be 
deduced to have originated from 
adults (while virtually 100 percent of 
my other UFO correspondence comes 
from adults). A full 87 percent of the 
inquiries I have received are obviously 
written by young people, typically 
eleven or twelve years old. Many of the 
letters state the age of the writer: "I 
am 12 years old and I am in sixth 
grade." But even where no age is 
stated, the distinguishing feature of 
these letters is that they arc typically 
written on notebook paper, seldom on 
stationery or typed. In many cases, the 
paper was simply ripped out of a 
spiral-ring binder, the kind in wide­
spread use in el ementary schools . 
Some eve n nr d ,_. ;-,ar,er in half-why 
waste a perfect ) ,, bottom half of 
paper when you didn' t write anything 
on it? Most of these letters are hand­
wri tten , both envelope and letter, in an 
obviously youthful scrawl. 

Herc is what some of my corre­
spondents have to say: 

Dear Sirs, My name is --- and I 

T HE SKEPTICAL INOUIRER 

am I I years old. I am a firm believer 
in UFOs and wanted all possible 
info you could send. Thanks! 

Dear Robert Sheaffer, I am 12 years 
old and I'm interested in UFOs. I 
wrote to the Government about 
UFO's and all they sent me was 
some coverup papers . My friends 
and I are interested in UFO's, but 
they aren't near as interested as I 
am. I' m doing a research on my 
own. Would you send me some in­
formation . Thanks. 

Dear Chairman Sheaffer, I am in­
terested in an U.F.O. Studies and 
ask you if you would send me a 
copy of Project Blue Book or some 
pieces and pictures of it. I wish to 
conduct an investiga tion on them. 

Dear Hynek (sic). I am an 8th grader 
and I've been interested in UFO's, 
li fe on other planets and psychic 
powers. I buy UFO magazines every 
chance I get. . .. 

Dear Sir: . . . I plan to work for 
NASA and I am very interested in 
U.F.O.'s. 

Thus we have identified what appears 
to be the backbone of NASA's UFO 
constituency. They have not yet 
reached voting age. They scrawl half­
legible notes of fifty words or less on a 
page torn from an elementary-school 
composition book . They represent 87 
percent of NASA's UFO corre­
spondence, if the sample I have re­
ceived is in any way representative . 

Was it for this constituency that 
the White House requested NASA to 
assume responsibili ty for all govern­
ment UFO correspondence, and to 
reopen the question of whether a new 
government UFO investigation should 

Fall 1978 

be undertaken? In any case, it was to 
the clear displeasure of this constitu­
ency that NASA administrator Dr. 
Robert Frosch declined, replying to 
the White House that "because of the 
absence of (tangible or physical) evi­
dence, we have not been able to devise 
a sound scientific procedure for inves­
tiga ting these phenomena." (Sec 
"NASA, the White House, and 
UFOs," by Philip J. Klass, in the 
Spring./Summer 1978 issue of the 
SKEPTICAL INQUIRER . 

Had NASA complied with the 
president's request, perhaps it would 
have been for this ever-so-youthful 
constituency that a full-scale, taxpayer­
supported UFO investigation would 
now be under way. 

-Robert Sheeffer 

Mllllon-pound saucer hunt 

If you feel dissatisfied with the Na­
tional Enquirer's million-dollar offer 
for proof that UFOs arc extraterrestrial 
spacecraft, then try your luck instead 
with the U. K. Scotch Whisky com­
pany, Cutty Sark . Since July I, 1978, 
Cutty Sark has offered one million 
pounds "for a device which can be 
proved to have been activated to arrive 
on earth from beyond our solar sys­
tem ." Presumably, a device intended 
to arrive on Mars that got here by 
mistake wouldn't qualify. But there's 
more yet. The company says: " Such a 
device must be either (a) a craft cap­
able of interstellar travel which has 
transported extraterrestrial beings to 
earth, or (b) an unmanned reconnais­
sance vehicle, or (c) a missile, or (d) an 
artifact." 

In announcing this offer, to a 
background of music from the Voy­
ager space-probe record in the Star-

9 
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Force radar reen . but wh nit uddenly vanis hed fro m radar , 
American troop w re nt a ro the border to earc h for the 
object. 

The y found that a large di k or flyi ng aucer. about 90 fee t in 
diameter , had ra h d. A .. paceman" was fou nd aboa rd the 
UFO. but "it' wa d ad. The aJien was abou t fo ur and a ha lf fee t 
taJI, and wa totally hairle . It hand had no thum bs. 

e eraJ Air Fo_r e men later aid they had ee n the UFO fl ying , 
a t about -.000 mrle an hour. over Texas befo re th e cras h. 

The UFO apparently wa kept in secre t storage and studi ed . 
E er one in I ed in its capture and inve liga tio n was o rd ered 
not to talk abo ut the inciden t. T he ca ptured UFO was las t 
reported een in torage on an Air Force ba e in thi s country in th e 
mid-19 0 . 

That i perhap the most ensational sto ry of a n Air Fo rce 
en ounter with UFO , out of many such sto ries w hic h suggest 
th~t-the Air Fo~ce knows muc h more about UFOs th an th e y a re 

111mg to admit. The reason give n for the sec recy is usuall y 
national security. 

Such stories and critic ism make good reading in the popula r 
press , but without thorough invest igations the y quite rightl y a re 
taken with a grain of salt by most people . Many leading 
UFOiogists do no t believe the re is any go vernment o r Air Fo rc e 
cover-up , though they do believe the re is a lot of unnecessary 
secrecy and a lack of open-mindedness toward UFOs. 

In 1977, the White House urged th at a ne,, . "Prt· 11 ·· inves tiga­
tion into UFOs be made, to se ttl e once an J 1, , ,1ues ti o n of 
what "Unidentified" UFOs are and where th ey cu111 , l ro m. The 
move was largely the res ult of spec ial int erest in UFOs by 
President Carter, who said he had once see n one in th e skies ove r 
Georgia. He had. in fact. made it part of his ca mpaign pro mi ses . to 
ask the ational Aero na utic and Space Admini stra ti on (NASA) 
to set up a board of inqu iry a nd make an in -depth stud y of UFOs . 

Bu t the Air Force s ho t dow n the proposed inquiry by say ing 
that its investigations had proved th at UFOs did no t come from 

/ t'J, / /,' ( I , / 
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oute r pace, they pose no threat to national security , and they are 
no t created by any foreig n powe r with technology beyond our 
ow n capabilities. 

NASA there upon rejected the White House request in De­
ce mbe r 1977 , sayi ng that to reopen a government investigation 
into Unidentified Flying Objects would be "wasteful and prob­
abl y unp roduc ti ve." 

T he rejec tio n was in a letter which NASA administrator Robert 
Frosc h se nt to Dr. Frank Press , President Carter ' s science 
adv ise r . Press sa id he acce pted NASA's conclusions and did no t 
pl a n to pursue th e subj ec t any further . 

Howeve r , NASA said , it was ready to analyze any "bona fide 
ph ys ical evid ence from c red ible sources" regarding UFOs but it 
emph as ized that in it s in ves tigations so far, no such evidence has 
eve r bee n found . 

Other effort s to sta rt up a new UFO study also have failed , or 
bee n tabl ed , including a re ported attempt by members of the 
Unit ed Nations to join forc es in a worldwide study of UFO . 

The mos t vocal advocates for a new. impartial, and open­
mind ed study of UFOs by mid- I 978 were young people and 
UFOi ogi sts . Yo ung people became very UFO con cious after 
see ing the reali s tic motion picture, Close Encounters vf the Third 
Kind , and the futuri stic space fan ta y. Star Wars. U FOlogi t . 
many of the m se riou s sc ientists including a tronomer , remain 
bound as scienti sts to in ves tigate the unknown . Their argument, 
and a logical one, is th a t humankind ha not progre ed thi far 
with out sc ie ntific in ves tiga tion. A new tudy that might e plain 
UFOs and whe re they come from might help lead humankind into 
the space age more meaningfully than have even pre ent pa e 
acc ompli shme nt . 

Humans may be de troying their planet by war and / or pollu­
tion . Space colonizat ion i progre ing, primarily through re­
sea rc h by both the United State and the Soviet Union. Perhap 
one day, people wi ll have to fi nd a new planet on whi h to live. 
The more humankind knows about space tra el and olonization, 

I 
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Pentagon by a our e who laimed that ensitive UF data originating 

with the U government wa to be turned over to clements of the media. 

This provoked some on em on the part of the military, and a copy of the 

letter wa made available to the FBI for a tion . The letter revealed : 

In appro ·imatcl , even months or January, 1972, certain copies 

of top-se ret documents shall be sent to the New York Times as 

, II as two other newspaper . These documents are rela ted to 

and will be an ostentation of the involvement of the Pentagon 

in the contro ersial ' Unidentified Flying Objects' or ' Flying 

aucer' subje t. It will show that not only the US Air Force was 

involved in UFO research but the other mi li tary branches as 
wdl. 

Analysis and the acrual conclusions of the classic UFO cases 

shall be revealed. This shall be accompl ished by z.eroxed docu­

ments and photographs that General Wolfe had reviewed when 

he was head of the Army's UFO support program in the 

Pentagon during the Eisenhower years. 

Sorry, but it is concluded here that this is the best course to 

cake because we feel that the secret U FO investigations are parallel 

in narure co the Times-Pentagon-Vietnam controversy. If we are 

wrong in caking this action, t ime will tel l. 

With lirde evidence to go on, the Bureau simply filed the curious 

lercer, hue it is wo rth no ting tha the early to mid-1970s, rumours 

were rife that the Arner1 , .. was contemplating the release 

of sensational hitherto-unseen i..... 1ta. The investigator Leonard 

Stringfield recalled one such occasion in 1974: 

I knew that a report was quietly ci rculating among responsible 

researchers in late I 974 anticipating such an announcement , 

perhaps joincly by the US and France . . . I was alerted by Walter 

Andrus, Director of [the Mutual UFO Network], to be prepared 

as Public Relations Director, co rush to C hicago, joining he and 

Dr [J . Allen) H) 1. ·. r r, IF()~ in a press conference if offic ial 
word was released. 

Socorro and Beyond 

On the suggestion of Andrus, I prepared a tentative press 

rel ease, got both his and Hynek's approval, and we waited. In my 

UFOlog entry for December 16, 1974, I no ted, 'Wonder what 

President Ford and Giscard d'Estaing, President of France, are 
di scuss ing in Mart inique beside the oil problem? ' 

If UFOs were on the agenda we can only guess. The 

Martinique mee ting ended with nothing said about UFOs. The 
bigges t sto ry ever, was never told.13 

15 I 

The 'biggest story ever' may not have been told; however, a decidedly 

unsettling, even macabre, iss ue was waiting in the wings to cask the FBI , 
as we will see in the following chapters. 

Documentation generated by the Bureau in 1977 suggests at first glance 

that meaningful involvement in the UFO subject on its part was by that 
time practically nonexistent. 

On 14 June 1977, Jay Cochran Jnr, Assistant Director, FBI, Technical 

Services Division, was contacted by Stanley Schneider of the Office of 

Science and Technology at the White House and asked about the Bureau's 

procedures for handling information received which related to UFOs. In 
a memorandum generated for internal use, Cochran wrote: 

[Schneider) advised that Jody Powell of the President's staff has 

raised the question as to whether or not there is any coordination 

within the Executive Branch relating co information concerni ng 

[the UFO] subject. He stated that the US Air Force had closed 

their investigation of these matters several years ago and current­

ly does nothing but refer such information to appropriate local 
authorities. 

I advised him chat as far as the FBI is concerned there appears 

to be no conceivable jurisd iction for us to conduct any inquiries 

upon receipt of in formation relating to a UFO sighting and, in 

the absence of some investigative jurisdiction based upon the 

info rmation furnis hed, that information would be referred co the 

D epartment of the Ai r Force without any action being taken by 
the Bureau. 
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H 1hankcd me ~ r 1he information and stared that if any 

further onta t was ne es ar he would call back. 

Has the Bureau been out of the UF field ince 1977, as this letter 

would e mt imply? o. Between 1974 and 1980 the Bureau was deeply 

inYOl\'ed in ollating and e ·amini ng data on the subject of so-called 'cattle 

mutilati n ' - a subject that many resear hers of the phenomenon bel ieve 

is linked directly to the my tery of unidentified flying objects , and which 

" ~U be discussed shortly. 

oreover, two investigator , Lawrence Fawcett and Barry Greenwood, 

have learned that , beginning in 197 8 (only one year after the White 

House queried the Bureau} , the FBI Academy at Quantico, Virginia, 

began monitoring and collecti ng newspaper clippings that dealt with the 

FO subjea, and that to this day are stored on reels of microfilm at the 

Academy under the curious file reference of TRANSPORTATION . It may not 

be entirely coincidental that one of the earliest clippings collected by the 

Academy came from the 12 January 1979 edition of the Arizona Republic 

newspaper, and concerned the then recent release into the public domain 

of hundreds of pages of previously classified UFO data which originated 

with the ClA. 14 

ineteen seventy-eight was also t " investigator Robert 

Todd found himself the subject of FBI enqu11 " he began looking 

- a litcle too closely for his own good - into a UFO encounter which 

occurred in Cuban airspace in the l960s.1S And in 1982, in conjunction 

with the US Air Force, the Bureau was involved heavily in an investiga­

tion of Simone Mendez, a telecommunications specialist at Nellis Air 

Force Base in evada. 

In connection with her work, Mendez was routinely involved with the 

dispatching and receiving of high-security teleco mmunication messages, 

and in the latter part of 1981 wa, !'i· ,. ,, ,rcess to what appeared to be a 

top-secret message concerning the deternv ,. North American 

Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) of a group of unknown objects 

which entered Earth's atmosphere from deep space, and headed cowards 

Moscow.16 

As a result of her viewing chis particular document (which the author­

ities declared was bogus) , Mendez was interrogated deeply to the exrenc 
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1hat rhe combined fil es generated by the Air Force and the Bureau 

amount to almost two hundred pages! An FBI document dared 27 
January 1982, for example, stares: 

Investigation has determ ined that the subject Mendez has access 

to crypocographic keys and routinely sends and receives crypto­

graphic messages. On a daily basis, Mendez handles classified 

communications up to and including Top Secret. This informa­

tion was previously provided to the Bureau and Dallas via Las 
Vegas Teletype dated January 12, 1982. 

A Bureau cable of 25 March 1982 adds: 'The communication related 

to three UFOs over the Soviet Union and the Air Force was attempting 
to identify them.' 

Although the Air Force ultimately determ ined that the message was noc 

genuine (but had presumably been constructed by persons unknown who 

knew enough for it to appear legitimate}, to this day much of the paper­

work generated by the Bureau and the Air Force on this investigation 

remains classified, and the USAF now claims that the 'document' itself 
cannot be located .. _17 

Come 1988, the Bureau was still delving into the hidden world of the 

UFO, and found itself caught up in the saga of the notorious MJ-12 doc­

uments, which purported to be official US government papers relating to 

the recovery of an alien spacecraft found crash-landed in the desert of 

New Mexico in July 1947. As the story of MJ-12 is a complex one, I will 

not elaborate further here , but refer you to Chapter 11 for a full account. 

During the course of my research I have spoken with a number of people 

who have made claims that some of the more advanced species of aliens 

visiting Earth are able to manipulate the human mind to the cxrenr that 

the free will of the individual at issue is e entially lost. 

One such source (whom I am regrettably unable to name) , as 

employed in the early 1980 with a computer-software company which 

had close ties with Britain's Mini try of Defence. cording to che infor­

mation imparted to me, a person attached to the Brici h oovernment's 
0 

Electronic Security Committee (, h i h deal , ith the 
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Bags of U-mail (UFO Mail) to Byt1 
of E-Mail 

by Larry W. Bryant 

[ AUTHOR'S Note: In rummaging through 

some other presidential UFOana in my files , 
I just came across my draft of a "Presidential 
Proclamation on Greater UFO Freedom of 
Information and Accountability." Originally 
intended for Ronald Reagan's issuance, the 
proclamation first was published in the 
now-defunct New York City newspaper ''The 
News World" for Oct. 10, 1981 . An updated 
version now is being posted upon two 
websites: http://www.ufocity.com (as an 
installment of my column "LWB Chronicles"); 
and http://www.petitionpetition.com (as a 
citizens petition for delivery to George W. 
Bush). Now let's proceed with Installment 
No. 7 (March 22, 2001) of Jimmy Carter's 
U-mail.] 

1-18. 4 Feb 77; Dear Mr. President: 

During your recent "fireside" chat, you made 
it clear that you hope to have good 
communications with the citizenry of these 
United States. I would like at this time to ask 
you when we might expect you to _carry out a 
promise made during your campaign last 
summer. 

In its issue of June 8, 1976, the Nation~l " 
Enquirer newspaper quoted you as s~y1ng If 
1 become President, l_'ll ~ake ~ve~ P~E;.ce of 

Mr. President, do you still intend to do this? 

I sincerely hope that you do because I feel 
that the government and the Air Force is 
keeping the real truth from the American 
people. I have never seen a UFO, but there 
have been so many reliable people 
reporting them, including astronauts, I 
bel ieve that something must exist and that 
these people are not seeing things. Some 
people think that if the government were to 
say that the earth was being visited by . 
extraterrestrials it would cause a worldwide 
panic, but I think this is pure nonsense! At 
any rate I hope you can fulfill this promise to 
the American people, and if you do I will 
then have more trust in our government. I 
am very patriotic, and I have great hopes for 
you and your administration. Good luck! 
P.S. I had intended to ask you this on your 
forthcoming radio program, but since it is 
being held on a Saturday I will have to work 
and be unable to phone in. 

1-20. May 9, 1977; Dear President Carter 

I am writing to you this evening to ask Y ( 

favor. Would you please divulge to the 
public all the UFO information, evidenct 
and artifacts that our government 
possesses? 

I ask this favor encouraged by a recent 
article in U.S. News and World Report . pril 
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Coo tribute 
an Artic le , 

Imormat1on mis country nas aoout ut-u 
sightings available to the public and the 
scientists." 

Mr. Carter, I have followed the UFO mystery 
for over 25 years. In that time, I have seen 
USAF officers make comments about UFO 
sighters far worse than the comment Paul 
Rand Dixon made recently about Ralph 
Nader. I would hope that you will very 
quickly make "every piece of information" the 
government has about UFO's publicly 
available. I would hope that this would 
include information as to just who in the 
Federal Government is currently 
investigating them. Officially, or at least for 
public consumption , the USAF has been out 
of it since late 1969, but there are a great 
many people who feel that theirs was merely 
the overt investigation and that covertly 
another agency (a special branch of the CIA 
has been mentioned by some researchers) 
has both carried out investigations of UFO 
reports and harried sighters into not publicly 
reporting details of their 
observations/encounters with UFO's. Your 
assistance in piercing the "Silence Curtain" 
thrown up around UFO sightings for many 
years by the USAF and other agencies will 
be greatly appreciated. 

I look forward to hearing from you in the near 
future. 

1-19. March 3, 1977; Dear Mr. President: 

I read in a national newspaper that in an 
interview you had with Walter Cronkite 
before you were elected that if elected you 
promised to release all of the information the 
government had on unidentified flying 
objects (UFO's). 

18, 1977. This article, in the "Washington 
Whispers" section, promises that the 
government will reverse its previous 
debunking policy on UFO's and give us, the 
public, the true story via CIA findings. 

I ask you, Mr. President, to please let us 
know all the truth as soon as possible. Many 
of us private citizens have devoted many 
years to solving this "elusive phenomena." 

Although you, personally, will probably 
never see this letter, I feel I can still write it 
knowing your administrative staff will at least 
give me an honest answer, which I know I 
never would have received before. 

I thank you for taking the time to read my 
letter, and I hope to hear from you soon. 

1-21 . April 13, 1977; Dear Mr. President: 

I was surprised to learn about your intended 
action concerning UFO's. The magazine 
U.S. News & World Report states that the 
President himself would disclose information 
on UFO's that will astound and surprise the 
American public. Is this information derived 
from the Project Blue Book or any other 
governmental projects? Or is this new 
information that has been kept from the 
public? As the magazine reports, Mr. . 
President, you will disclose this information 
towards the end of the year. Is this a true 
statement? 

I am concerned about UFO activity in the 
U.S. and their meaning of existence. I would 
appreciate a letter of reply. May I thank you 
for being concerned over this important 
matter. Thanking you in advance for a quick 
reply. 

C#:tffli# 
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WILL NASA ENTER THE 
UFO ARENA? 

In the wake of prel iminary de­
ta il s about France's formation of an 
off icia l UFO research effort comes 
the news that the U.S.'s own 
Nat ional Aeronautics and Space 
Adm inistration may indicate by the 
end of the year that it will undertake a 
new off ic ial study of the UFO 
problem . IUR has obtained copies of 
correspondence between the Office 
of Sc ience and Technology Policy 
and the Off ice of the Administrator of 
NASA wh ich , in conjunction with a 
number of long-distance phone calls , 
enable us to reconstruct the se­
quence of events leading up to this 
potent iall y important decision. 

Frank Press , director of the Off ice 
of Science and Technology Po licy , 
has been at the hub of the deluge of 
UFO-re lated mai l addressed to the 
Execut ive Off ice and has even made 
his own inqu iries into Air Force and 
CIA f il es on the subject (see IUR 
"UFO Newsfront", June, 1977). Much 
of th is correspondence undoubtedly 
arose from UFO researchers who 
hope that President Carter, a pos­
sib le UFO witness himself , would be 
sympathet ic to the idea of a mean­
ingfu l research effort. On July 21 , 
Press wrote to Robert Frosch, the 
administrator of NASA, informing 
him of the UFO letters that the White 
House has rece ived of the "In­
creas ing number of Inquiries con-

by Al Ian Hendry 

cerning UFO's", and that those in the 
Executive Office are "ill-equipped to 
handle these kinds of inquiries". His 
letter made two recommendations: 

1) NASA should form a "small 
panel of inquiry" to see if any "new 
significant findings" have occurred 
since the Condon report of nearly a 
decade ago. 

2) NASA should deal with UFO 
correspondence aimed at the White 
House. 

Robert Frosch replied that there 
were " a number of quest ions which 
need to be resolved" before any 
formal program could be undertaken . 
He subm itted a copy of a standard 
NASA form letter currently mailed 
out in response to monthly inquiries 
about UFOs, noting that the Air 
Force has adopted a similar pro­
cedure . Frosch acknowledged that 
thi s exped ient "fails to provide a 
recognized focal point for technical 
appraisal of sight ings and under­
standably results in some frustration 
to individuals making what they con­
sider to be serious inqu iries ." But 
NASA would need additional "re­
sources" to commit themselves to a 
formal study; so Frosch wanted first 
to appoint a NASA project officer " to 
review reports of the last ten years" 
and report by the end of 1977 whether 
such a project was just if ied . Frank 
Press wrote back , approving the 

Report Wrap-ups 

feasibility study . He also Indicated 
that he would have all UFO-oriented 
mail addressed to the OSTP and the 
White House to NASA for response. 

Dr. Richard Henry appears to be 
the candidate at this time for that 
NASA position . Henry has informed 
IUR, however, that there has been no 
official confirmation yet, merely 
" scuttlebutt ", and that progress 
would probably take weeks . Dr. 
Henry's appointment would be good 
news to UFOiogists; he has long 
been associated with civilian organ­
izat ions like The Center for UFO 
Studies and APRO. 

It goes without saying that the 
formation of such a committee would 
be of singular importance to the UFO 
subject , particularly if its attitudes 
and pol icies were free of the stigmas 
and controversies that marked the 
impact of the last government study 
of UFO reports, the Condon Report 
(1967-1969). Will the feasibility study 
lead the way to a NASA-oriented 
research effort? What influence will 
the current functioning of France's 
new official UFO study (GEPAN) 
have on the NASA decision? While It 
should encourage it, NASA could 
choose to hold off to avoid "duplic­
ity" . IUR will monitor this developing 
situtation very closely and will report 
any details which come to our 
attention . 

ABDUCTION IN WESTERN KANSAS 
CASE 

pre-I UR 
TYPE 
CEiii 

DATE 
6-20-76 

IUR has received many inqu iries 
about a case f irst d iscu ssed as being 
"i n progress" back in the Dec . 1976 
issue. It involved a young married 
couple and their 4-month old ch ild 
being detained and examined by 
normal-size humanoids wh ile en 
route to Colorado through western 
Kansas . Counsellor/ UFO invest i­
gator Richard Sigismonde met re­
peated ly with the couple from July to 
early October us ing hypnotic regres­
sion techn iOIJA!l In An;:ihlA lhA w i t -

TIME DURATION 
post-1 AM undetermined 

traumatic for the couple; it was as 
important to provide counselling for 
the troubled pair as it was to reveal 
information about the experience . 
Sigi smonde ind icates that the indi­
viduals have now achieved a healthy 
state of mind about the Incident and 
the personal lmpllcations it held for 
them. For that reason, it Is con­
sidered desirable to maintain the 
anon ymi ty of the witnesses to shield 
them from further harassment. We 
will refer to th em by thei r f irst 
names. Joe, 19, was a factory worker 
' "" r - 1- , a ,. _ ~ • t h a. t lf"'n L--4 1 , ,lfo 

WITNESSES PLACE 
2 eastern Goodland , t\ 

seeing unusual lights in the si-.. 
while driving, followed by a suddt> 
period of missing hours and a lack , • 
progress on the road. In search v 
help , they even contacted the A,· 
Force . Word of this case arrived v,. 
the Center for UFO Studies pol lc,· 
Hotline , and Richard Slglsmonde bt• 
came Involved . Under hypnosis , t11u 
details of their story unfolded 
slowly ; each time the story was told , 
more detail s surfaced , but complete 
consis tency was maintained over a 
4-month period . Both Individuals 

mn l n11Arl th Q m A rlt>! II mAll r 11 -
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4 PROLOGUE 

: a vola tile topic tha t ca n be ignit d tomorrow by a New 
Y r Time tory on a fru tra ting cha e by mil itary plane in Iran 

r by a ne t"·or ' documen ta ry on the abduction of some fi sher­
man in the outh . At pie nobody in th i city wa nts to touch with 
a ten -foo t pole . topic tha t I am begi nning to su pec t is as much 
a pu zzle to the mili tary , the in tel ligence comm uni ty, and the 

i n Advi er a it i to the public and to the news media . It i 
amu in to wat h how each ector ma nage to h ide its ignorance 
behind it own profe ional rhetoric. 

The military ha a double tandard . In public it keeps a tiff 
u pper lip . Whatever they are, say the generals, UFOs ca nnot 
po ibly po ea threat to the security of the United States 1 Why 
i it, then, that amazed wi tnes es continue to report th e mad 
crambling of jet fighters eve ry time a li ght wa nders th rough the 

? o ne of the regula tions that ma ke it a duty for military 
per onnel to report UFOs and a crime to talk about them has been 
withdrawn, even after the closi ng of the Air Force 's Project Blue­
book ten yea rs ago . 

The intelligence community likes to give the impression that 
it knows all about UFOs bu t, of course, cannot reveal what it 
knows . Its job is to pretend tha t it knows everything. Yet I am 
beginn ing to su peel that th e rea l secre t in Washington, the secret 
that must be t •· • • • • · '· ,, intelligence community 
knows no th ing, "' ·. - fi les full of tantali zing 
details nobody has been ~ L'r yet. 

The scien tific commun ity b ·1d the times, fig hting 
rear-gua rd skirmishes in the name 01 Rationalism. Academic 
scholars period ically rally behind some luminary who has just 
" d iscovered " the final, ratio nal explana tion, and periodically the 
explanation has to be wi thdrawn under public ridicule . Flying 
saucers ha ve been " expl ained scien tifically" as plasma dis­
cha rges, swamp gas, s ta tu s inconsistency, cognitive dissona nce, 
refraction effects , and temporal lobe epilepsy . But they keep right 
on fl y ing, under the noses of the expla iners . 

Tha t leaves the UFO buffs, who have been collecting stories 
for thi rty years, conc l' r • ' ; .,I" on the kind s of data that fit their 
theories. And they have be1c: 1, • 1ch other in an endless, 
pointless confrontation , no t of idea!> .,., '" theories, but of person­
al iti es in egotistica l conflict. Some encouraging words by Presi -
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Typica l o f the thousand s of " close encoun te r" cases reported in the las t th irty 
yea r is th is s igh ting in Qu ~rou ble , France , which heralded the major wave of 
sight ings in Europe in 1954. The witness, ra ilroad employee Marius De Wilde, 
sa w a craft tha t had land ed a nd two occupants of it. French police an d Air Force 
Inte ll igence rega rd the object as un identi fied . (Photo courtesy of United Pres 
Inte rna tio na l. ) 

dent Car ter elec trifi ed the e group when he a ked Jody Powell 
and Scie nce Ad vise r Frank Pre to ee what could be done . 
The new director of ASA wa gingerly approached: would the 
Agency ag ree to act a a iocal point f r public inquirie ? The 
Director said he wo uld . Wha t abou t a project to inve tigate the 
cu rrent s ightings? ASA wa goin to think about it. 

Sea ted across the desk fro m the Science Advise r' as is tan t, I 
begin ask ing my ow n que tion . Why AS ? I would like to 
know. NASA deals exclusive ly with space tech nology. Has the 
Scie nce Adviser's o ffi ce already established that the UFO phe­
nome non is technologica l in na ture, a nd origina te in space? Or is 
th is choice m rel y a re po n e to the pe rception of the public a nd 
the media ? 

Severa l s rious re ea rchers in th is fie ld ques tion the idea tha t 
UFOs are xtra terre trial vi ito rs . o why pick rathe r than 
the Depar tment of Energ , which could dea l be tter with the 
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physica l eff t , or th e ational In titute of Health , which are 
ca pable f inve tigati ng th e ph iological response so prevalent 
among witne s . 

Dr. chneid r i a long -time professional civil serva nt. His 
urbane, oft- p en response brushes the question aside . In the 
mind of the public, the UFO problem has to do with space and 
the refore it i appropriate for ASA to deal with it. Are 
we talki ng primarily about public relations, then, rather than 
cience? Before our circumspect " Invisible College" (a network of 
cienti t \,\rho are privately investigati ng the mystery) invests 

time and effort,in presenting our data-probably the most de­
ta iled and best-investigated set of UFO cases ever selected-we 
have to know these answers. ls the government thinking of 
ta rting a new Project Bluebook? A new Condon Report? If so, we 

would certainly not participate . 
That would not leave the Science Adviser without assistance, 

however. A file of papers on the desk contains letters from UFO 
groups, offers from contactees who want to tell the President 
about their "Space Brothers, " recommendations to set up saucer 
observatories equipped with radar and lasers. They have spent 
lonely nights on hilltops waiting for visitors from the sky. And 
some have returned claiming to have met them. Good luck, 

ASA . 
Eleven thirty . I leave the New Executive Office Building, 

ca lling to mind another conversation, a few months earlier, with 
a member of the French Cabinet. His quiet apartment was the 
setting for a private discussion , which began with a review of 
French research nn he ~-:h,. ' , ., 1 lrifted toward the possible 
causes of the F. ·10t have an extraterres-
trial cause, if they werL . • hen what? I suggested 
that the phenomenon, or at led:,: . • ·ffects, might be under 
the control of a human group-not nt:L t:ssarily a government . 

o analysis of the problem would be complete if it did not 
address the possibility that a group of unknown persons either 
controls the phenomenon itself or is using public reaction for its 
own purposes . Preposterous? My host did not seem to think so . 

He stood by the window and, for a long time, looked at the 
darkening streets. He turned around to say, "That possibility 
does exist. But we know what human beings would do with such 
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povvc r. I hi1Vl' see n th e effects of power, believe me, in my yea rs 
in gove rnm ent . If yo ur hypoth esis turns out to be the answe r, I 
will jum p into th e Seine without wai ting fo r developments." . 

Noo11 . In the bright sun of Washin gton, the humid hazy air , 
I remember th e chill of that co nversa ti on in Paris . Did I sense the 
sa me helpless n ss in th e answers I have jus t hea rd? o . The 
Cart er adm inistrati on is ac tin g as if it is concerned onl y wi th 
respondin g to publi c interes t in the sub jec t. ASA will rapidly 
se nse thi s attitude and will turn dow n th e assignment. The mood 
in Was hin gton i far removed from th e rea lity of a phenomenon 
w hich may be sca rin g farm ers in Iowa right now, or playing wi th 
hi gh-perform ance aircraft over Japan , Iran , and Spain . Wash ing­
ton is not par tial to long-term analyses . Besides , the Potomac 1s 
no t th e Se in e . No one ever jumps from th e Key Bridge . 

The Three Aspects of the UFO Problem 

The topi c of unidentified fl yin g objects has always posed a thorny 
problem o f public policy, but it has always been approached as a 
short-term ques tio n of publi c relations . I h ave fo llowed the appli­
catio n o f thi s po licy with interes t, both in France and in the 
United States. When I fir t became intere ted in the sightings 
during the 1954 wave in Europe, the official posi tion was simply 
to deny the observa tio ns . At th e time I was a s tudent , had no 
access to good information , and co uld only wo nder about gov­
ernment attitudes. I became se riou ly interested in 1961, when l 
saw French astronomers erase a magnetic tape on which our 
satellite- tracking team had recorded eleven data points on an 
unknown flying object which was not an airplane , a balloon, or a 
known orbiting craft. " People would laugh at us if we reported 
this!" was the answer l was given at the time . Better forget the 
whole thing . Let 's not bring ridicule to the observatory . Let' s not 
confess to the public that there is something we don' t know . 

The main argument against UFOs at the time was that 
"astronomers don ' t see anything une plained ." We\\ , there 
we were , a team of professional astronomers, seeing things we 
co uldn ' t explain . ot only were we denying it , we had destroyed 
the data! I wanted to know how many of our colleagues were 
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I hav writt n this l k b ca u e l am co ncerned with the 
change whi -h would be tri 'gered b th e beli fin an outer- pace 
in\'a_ion , r al r imulat d. ln the word of a Brooking ln titute 
report n the cultural impc1 t of extra te rre trial life: 

Th on qu n f such a discovery are presently 1111prcdictablt' 
because f ur limited nowledge of behavior under even an 
appro"\imation of u h dramati circum tance . The fundamen ­
talist (and anti-science) sec t are growing apace .... For them, the 
dis wry f other life , ould be electrifying. 

Genuirie " contactee " like Helen are alrea d y busy preparing 
the e hanges. They mean business . They are si ncere. They obey 
what they believe to be orders coming from a higher cosmic level. 

o t cie nti t think this is a delusion of no importance . I differ 
from them in believing that these contactees are being used in a 
dangerou way, and that the symbolism they propagate will 
ma ea deep impact on our lives. 

The new belief i completely lacki ng in logic. That is the key 
to it power. It serves to keep scientis ts away . The more absurd 
the tatement, the stronger its effect. Wh en the Establishment is 
ratio11al , absurdity is dynami te. Through the contc1c tees, the Manip­
ulators are undermining both religion and scie nce . 

Co ntact with alien intelligence is a social issue, too. Yesterday 
any politician would have avoided UFO s like the plague. Today 
men like Jimmy Carter proclaim that they have see n unidentified 
lights in the sky and are " no longer laughing at those who report 
flying sa,, -, -- • \",., ,,, _ "re\"C• lc1 tions" by former gove~nment 
emplc \· ide nce of extraterrestrial v1s1-
tors may L •, a man like Arthur Lundahl, 
former director v . c Interpretation Center of the 
ClA, has stated publio> . d exa mined a number of U~O 
films for the government and 1 , •. .J Judged them to be authentic. 
Tomorrow someone might announce that proof has been found 
for the existence of alien life forms . Such an announcement 
would make possible astonishing socia l, political, and economic 
changes . To pave the way for such changes is the stated goa l of 
many contactees . Their purpose is utopia today . It could be 
reality to morrow. 
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A Social Time Bomb 

The id ec1 of contact with high · r intelligence is a social time bomb. 
Seve ro I yea rs ago I warned that unless my scientific colleagues 
und ertook a enous and unbiased investigation of the UFO phe­
no me non, th ere would be a proliferation of new sects claiming 
con tac t with higher intelligences and special communication 
with o ute r s pace . 

This prediction has now been fulfilled: in California, Oregon, 
and Colorodo, for example, a group called Human Individual 
Metamorphosis (H. I. M.) is telling its followers to abandon all 
earthly possess ions in hopes of reaching a higher physical level. 
In Europe, mys te rious organiza tion rec ruit people who serious­
ly believe th c1t cos mic mes ages are coming to them from the 
"U nive rsa l Associa tion of Plane ts." In France, Great Britain, all 

Figure 3 .2. ear Bellai re , Michigan, John Shepherd has established this UFO­
detecting statio n in his grandparents' home . The contrast between the two life­
styles is s trik ing as John checks his eight television monitors from the ronsole of 
his cen ter. His cq uipml'nt includes rad,1r, sonar, ,inners . and homing devices 
which a ttempt to attract the "Aliens" he believes are studvmg the Earth . (Photo 
cour tesy of United Press International.) 
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"This Authority Was Granted to You from Above ... " 

Jeff, the young man, described the UFO sight ing: 

I remember that night very well; I was close to my fat her. At first I 
thought it was a falling star, and I even told my father to 'make a 
wish. ' But the UFO continued to move and change color. My fa ther 
was mumbling : ' Loo k , Jeff , now it ' s red .. . now it 's 
green ... My God .. .' I confess that I was beginning to tremble, 
I do not know why, but I just could not help it .' 

The father was a lso interviewed, and said : 

I was heading for my car, when suddenly I saw an incandescen t 
mass in the starry sky, as brillian t and as big as the Moon . It moved 
at a terrific speed. Personally, I did not hear any noise , but my son 
Jeff, who was with me, later told me that he heard a me tallic sound 
coming from the UFO. We stood there with our mouths ope n for 
about ten minutes . The UFO flew above us for a few moments; 
then it went sou th and changed route repeatedly and moved eas t. 
Finally it disappeared on the horizon .' 

A typical report? The routine s tory of a hovering UFO? 
Perhaps . But the young man who saw it, back in 1973, is named 
Jeff Carter, and his father is President of the Uni ted States. The 
fact has not escaped the notice of con tac tee groups around the 
world . One of them has even published 3 a message to Ca rter 
coming from outer space, and " channeled" by te lepa thy: 

Terrestrial Brother Jimmy Carter. 
ow that you have attained the goal to develop better yo ur 

programed mission in the world, Remember: Do not do as others 
have done! We remind you that thi s au thority has been gran ted 
from above .. . 

Our terrestrial operator already knew since a long time of the 
process which was to bring you to the supreme charge of a conti ­
nent full of operating strength not always positive, but your achon 
could render it constructive and effective, prosperous, sa lvaging 
light for all mankind .. . 

Remember: Jimmy Carter, Remember! 
From the Heavens to Earth, ADONIENSIS. 
Nicolosi, 4 November 1976. Time 12:30 

The idea that leaders of a socie ty have received the ir legi ti ­
m acy from higher leve ls, ra the r than from th e people, is fund a-
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m e nta l to a uthori tarian forms o f government. The Kings of 
France and the Egyptian Pharaohs were considered to be estab-
li shed by di vi ne right. In rece : na turally, this concept 
has become somewhat obsole t, , ( organization 
have emerged . We like to thi n- • li ke 
ourselves . We d elig ht in read ,: . the 
morning newspaper. OccasionJ . .c u t these 
lead ers o ut of office, and we take pnde in the tee ling of collective 
control thi s gene ra tes in us . 

The UFOs s ugges t ano ther reality. Therefore they seem to 
hold a no the r fo rm of power, transcending or restricting our indi­
vidua l ability to make decisions . Most of the contactees, for 
ins tance, ag ree tha t UFOs watch over the Earth . Mr. T. states that 
" th e Space People protec t America. " It is but a small step from 
this view to the idea that they guide us in our political develop­
ment. Mr. T. s tarted a political party to " put a Contactee into the 
White H o use." The channel of Adoniensis claims that the Presi­
d en t has b~e n secre tly "programmed ." Other contactee group 
ac tua lly believe tha t the saucers have made contact with us in the 
'50s . A man named Gerald Light even claim that he made a 
journey t? Muroc Air Base in April 1954, allegedly in the company 
o f Franklin Allen of the Hearst papers, of Edwin ourse of the 
Bro~kings Institu te, and of Bishop McIntyre of Los Angele . 
H aving been cleared to enter the restricted ection and to wander 
around fo r two days , he stated that he saw five different type of 
ex tra terrestrial spacecraft " being studied and handled bv our ir 
Force officia ls, with assistance and permission of the Etherian ,,, 
The same Gera ld light writes tha t Pre ident Eisenhower wa 
"spi~ited away" to Muroc one night during a vi it to Palm pring , 
a lso in Apnl 1954, to meet with the "aliens ." 

These ~!a ims, naturally, are made by small roups who reach 
o nly a min1scule audience. Yet what they expre sand dramatize 
has been thoug ht by many people who imp! ha e not verbal­
ized the idea . The immense success of the books b von Daniken 
s hows tha t people today are eager to beli ve that we are receiving 
he lp from above . If div ine inte rventio n i obsole te fo r our rational 
mind s, why no t have ex traterrestrinl in tervention! From the rea lity 
of UFO phenomena , it is ea y to jump to the conclusion that our 
space brother are o ming back to help u , and that they are 
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alread y influencing our I ader . The danger in this process 
cannot be undere timated . Can the vision formulated by a few 
"co ntactees" mean changes in the live of man y? Can their mes­
sage make a la ting impact in this rational, computerized wor ld ? 
The answer is found in the activitie and the dreams of th e UFO 
subculture, a nd it \ ill hock you into the realization that as 
human technolog e pands, our range of awareness, ra ti onal ity, 
and irra tionalit y •rou toscther to fill the new voids revea led by 
science, and heal the new anguish it leaves behind . 

The Letter 

The mailman brings a let ter from Paris . It comes fro m Iva n , who 
say he is responsible fo r the Order of Melchizedek in Is rael, 
Africa , and Europe, as well as India and China . He says tha t 
flying saucers have been see n in Paris last Dece mber as predicted 
in his leaflet : " the reports are on file ." He is launching several 
new demonstrations, one of them to obtain freedom for the 
inmates of the Gulag Archipelago in Russia , another "for the 
animals ." This is, he adds dry ly, as far as the terrestrial side is 
concerned. Politics again. 

In addition to his Melchizedek du ties, Ivan is the founder of 
the Front for Christian Liberation , a n organization called_ Jes u_s 
Revolution , another called Jesus People Europe, the Chans111a t1 c 
Cli ristian Jew , and Arab Movement, and the Christian Soc1alist Party. 

I had asked him how one would go about joining the Order 
of Melchizedek. The process is simple, he answered: you beco~e 
a member of ihe 0rdes h din'ct d iv ine inspiration, or something 
close to • 

A 
one came tru ; .. 
" Study Center ol '-- ' 
Adamski saucer with two sta1 " 
are the group responsible for 
Jimmy Carter I quoted earlier. 

The letter said in part: 

• a nother communication. This 
,·as typed on stationery of the 
• n ity," whose sy mbol is the 
,king hands undernea th . They 

the extra terres trial message to 

Our desire is to contact those who sea rch for the Truth in these 
Messengers or Angels , who have been visiting us for thousa nd s of 
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yea rs. The SCCF assumes no cha racteristic of a human organiza­
tion . Nor is it a sect. It is a messianic movement guided by Beings 
who are very evolved coming from space. We have secre tariats all 
over the world which divulge the am e ac tivity on their own while 
offe ring themselves to this cause . 

The SCCF springs from a programmation that lends itself 
mainly to tr.:ium.:itise positi ve ly and consciously the soul s par­
ti cularly predisposed to receive the teachings of the Superior 
Beings ... 

Here is ano th e r orga ni za tion which a tte mpts to "program " us. 
The same g roup appears to provide the inspiration for the 

SCCF and for the French contactees. Are they also behind some 
UFO incidents? Or are they s imply another elemen t of confusion? 
In th e ir newsle tte r, the SCCF publi hes a message from "an 
ext ra terrestrial in mi ss ion on you r planet" : 

We notice the inca pacity of your political, economic, and scientific 
organizations . . We also observe all the other known and un­
known activities which engage immense resources for warlike 
ends ... 

Certainly, we do not just limit ou rselves to observations and 
we do not believe we have reached the moment of our most solid 
intervention . 

We are working with a methodology of which you are not 
awa re, but which will su rely give its fruits . OUR HELP WILL BE 
REVEALED IN 11-IE MOST APPROPR IATE TIME, WHE YOU 
WILL ALL BE CAUGHT " RED-HANDED." 

Nicolosi, 13 January 1977. Time 12:25 

FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH 

Figure 6.3. Insignia of the "Study Center of 
Cosmic Fraternity." (Courtesy of the Vallee 
Collection .) 
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been pr mi in u - in 
el hizede ·! 

braham-who got the idea from 

I find it fa ina tin that there hould be a secret grou p of men 
pend in th ir time and money keeping these idea alive: within 

the ymb I f elchizedek, all paths of belief become one, even 
th apparen t! • mo t oppo ed , like atanism and Christianity; 
in the la t anal i , man i bearing every stream of knowledge 
w ithin him elf, and the High Council rides higher still , beyond 
G d and Evil. Raymond Bernard wa told that he must transmit 
what he had een, and make it public. He was instructed to wri te 
boo - about his e,rcoun ters. Thi was a deliberate action on the part 
of hi guide to get their ymbol and their message out into the 
w orld . Their carefully taged rituals would be described in detail. 
Other book , movies , conversations would then pick up this 
ma of idea and carry them farther . 

Among the notions they want us to believe is the assumption 
that they are the guardians of a most ancient tradition coming 
from the Atlantean . Where did the Atlanteans get it? Maha 
tated the answer unequ ivocally, by insisting that this knowl­

edge came from another galaxy, and was brought to Earth by the 
found ers of Atlantis . The claim is made that the " pure race" of 
these Atlanteans has continued throughout the millennia . Maha 
will not reveal where they now live, not even to his dear disciple 
Bernard . He hinted that they are linked to repor t~ of uni dentified 
beings, coming from elsewhere, wr •1wy buy 
with pure gold. 2 

Spiritual Blackmail 

The being of the Canigou, the man with long blond hair and 
hypnotic eyes, who could not be photographed by Jacques Bordas 
and paid wi th pure gold; the scientist who showed Helen the 
motor; the dwarfs who exhibited the trick map to Betty Hill and 
gave Vorilhon a fake Gospel : were they of the sa me origin as 
Maha? 

The U.S. Air Force has made many naive and misguided 
attempts to understand UFOs . It has tried, patiently at first, 
desperately sometimes, to get rid of " fl ying saucers." To that end 
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it has u ed powe r from th e scissors of its censors and from the 
ba rre ls of its guns. It was looking fo r evidence that the objects 
were a direct military threa t to the United Sta tes . It never occurred 
to the USAF tha t th e threa t might be at a different level. 

Tl,e :,;rvup vf people wlw will fi rst 111a11age tv l,anress tl,e fear of 
cvs 111ic forces and t/1e e111v tiv11s surrou11di11g UFO co11 tact to a political 
purpose will he a/,le tv exert i11 credibit' spiritual black111ail. 

Such wea pons are less flexible , but also less detectible , than 
tanks a nd a ircra ft ; th ey rep resen t a more lasting fo rm of cont rol 
ove r the lives of me n . It takes a long time to bring their effec ts to 
complete fruition, because secrecy is esse ntial for them to work. 
The con tac tees a nd the occult believers have been used as pup­
pe ts. The public in eve ry co untry now recognizes the existence of 
UFOs, a nd associa tes it wi th the id ea of wise visitors from space . 
A majority of the American public ha s become convinced of the 
ex is te nce of such visi tors . Th ey ha ve harnessed Hollywood. And 
they have made sure the whole sub ject remains a matter of 
ridicule and disrepute among scientists . There is in the White 
House a man who ha s see n a UFO a nd is impressed by what he 
saw. There are small groups and sec ts of contactees all over the 
world , usi ng a vague a nd co nfusing ja rgon that protects the 
unspeakable reality, and claiming th3t sa lva tion from Heaven is 
just around the corn er. 

I don ' t think we s hou ld expect salva tion from the sky . 
I believe the re is a ve ry real UFO problem. I have also come to 

believe that it is being manipulated for po litical ends . And the 
data suggest that the manipulators ma y be human beings with a 
plan for social control. Such pla ns have been made before, and 
ha ve succeeded . His tory s hows tha t having a cosmic mythology 
as part of such a plan is not a lways necessary . But it certainly 
helps. 
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